
 

Doyle School                                                                                                                                                                   

Pre K Self-Contained- Ms. Albonico 

This month we have been reading different books about winter and snow.  We talked about different clothing 
that you wear in the winter.  We read the story The Mitten by Jan Brett.  The students made a person that looked 
like themselves with mittens on for the bulletin board.  We also discussed the topic of artic animals.  We read a 
few stories about the names of artic animals and where they live. 

!  

The students learned the letters J, P, K, and U.  We sang different songs and the students made crafts. For letter 
J, the students made a jet. For letter P, the students made Pete the cat.  For letter K, the students made a king.  
And for letter U, the students made an umbrella.  We also learned different yoga poses that go along with each 
letter.  This helps the students with their gross motor development.  We have also started doing obstacle courses.  
The students enjoy participating in the different obstacles which include jumping on a trampoline, walking 
across a balance beam, hopscotch numbers, and using a scooter. 
                   
Pre K Self-Contained- Ms. Varettoni 

Happy 2019! It’s hard to believe it is already the end of January! Pre-K had a very productive month. We 
continued our letter study, learning about letters J, K, P, and U this month. Everyone is doing a great job 
identifying new letters and remembering ones we have covered thus far. Some students are beginning to pick up 
their letter sounds as well! 

In math, we worked on sorting by various attributes (color, shape, and size). 

We continued our Tools of the Mind restaurant theme this month because it has definitely been our favorite so 
far. Students love taking on the roles of servers, customers, and cooks! There has also been a substantial amount 
of growth in student play plans this month. Most students are now on the picture or message stage of their play 
plans. This means that students have a clear picture and message of what they are going to play. The restaurant 
theme has encouraged students to be more creative in picking and incorporating different roles and actions in 
their make believe play. 
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We continue to incorporate various sensory breaks during our day such as sand and water play, Thera putty, play 
doh, rice, water marbles, watercolor painting, music, beans, and bubbles. These breaks allow students to stay on 
target and do their best work. They’re also a LOT of fun! To further support students’ needs for sensory input, 
Miss V. and her paras were busy this month putting together a Sensory Wall in our classroom. It has been a huge 
hit! 

!  

Pre-K Age 4 Full day Inclusion- Mrs. Hahn 

In January, we welcomed back our Pre-K students after a nice long holiday vacation. We launched our next 
theme: restaurant.  We had so many fun and engaging centers.  We had a drive-thru McDonald’s, a hot drinks 
shop, a pizzeria, an ice cream shop and a Chinese food restaurant.  The students had so much fun playing the 
roles of customer and employee.   

 We continued with our letter and number study.  We worked on the letters T, U, K, and P.  We created some 
adorable crafts to go along with each letter. 

We also explored winter animals and winter activities through various hands on centers.  The students learned 
how animals adapt in cold weather. We learned about blubber, fur and feathers.  The students conducted a 
blubber experiment to see how animals kept warm in the water.  They also rescued animals from the ice using 
fun tools.   
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Pre K Age 4 Full Day- Mrs. Rightmyer 

 We had a very exciting month here in Pre-K!  We came back after winter break excited to start our doctor 
theme for our Make Believe Play Block.  We had a doctor’s office where children used different tools such as a 
stethoscope and blood pressure cuff to check their patient’s health.  We also had our very own pharmacy where 
children sorted pretend vitamins and wrote each other prescriptions.  In our eye doctor center, children took on 
the role of an ophthalmologist where they checked each other’s eyes using an eye chart and tried on different 
glasses!  Babies were taken care of in our nursery center.  Children pretended to be a baby nurse by measuring 
the babies, writing their birth certificates, and taking care of the newborns!  The class really enjoyed this theme 
and learned so much about all the different types of health professions!  

!  

We introduced some new “Tools of the Mind” activities this month such as Making Collections.  In this game, 
children count how many objects are on a card and then display that number using counters.  Their partner will 
then use one-to-one correspondence to determine whether the quantity of the collection is correct.  This month 
we also introduced a puppet named Forgetful Fred.  Fred is always forgetting parts of familiar stories and the 
children enjoy retelling stories that we have read to Fred or drawing pictures sequencing different parts of the 
story! 

   

! !  
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Pre K Age 3 Half/Full Day- Mrs. Schwartz 

The Pre-K 3 students had tons of fun in the month of January!  We were all very excited to come back from 
Holiday break and see our friends.  We enjoyed sharing stories of what we did over our vacations.  The students 
always look forward to discussing daily topics during the Share the News segment of Opening Circle.  They are 
learning to take turns and be good listeners. 

They also enjoyed many books about Winter this month, including the The Hat and The Mitten by, Jan Brett.  
We also read both fiction and non-fiction books about Arctic Animals.   Our class loved learning all about these 
special animals and where they live!   

                        

We continued learning our letters and numbers.  This month we concentrated on letters J, P and U.  The students 
loved making their very own Letter J Jets, Letter P Pete the Cats and Letter U Umbrellas.  We are now tracing 
our names and working toward writing our first names independently.   We are also happy to announce that we 
just launched our new Pet Vet Theme in Tools of the Mind.  Our centers include a Veterinarian’s Office, Pet 
Store, Dog Groomer, and Dog Training Facility. The students are enjoying interacting with classmates while 
taking on roles such as Veterinarian, dog groomer and pet owner.  Pre-K 3 can’t wait to see what new learning 
experiences the month of February has in store for us! 

! !  

Kindergarten- Ms. Focarino 

January has been an exciting month in class. We have now moved on to full swing reading! Our most exciting 
part of the day is when we can have “Buddy Reading.” We love to show off our reading talents! We are still 
enjoying going on our adventures with Jack and Annie in the 
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Magic Tree House Series. We just finished visiting Ancient Japan and we are now taking a journey into the rain 
forest! 

Our math skills are soaring along as well. We are learning how to add and subtract! We especially love this math 
concept because we get to play with all the math toys when adding and subtracting. Next we are going to learn 
to count by 5’s! 

Science has been extra fun lately.  We have focused on learning about the different layers of the rain forest. We 
have learned about all the animals that live in the four different layers.  We are looking forward to a fun and 
exciting month here in class! 

Kindergarten- Ms. Goodlin 

We have been focusing on many topics in class In Reading and Writing class we have been reading, writing and 
acting out Magic Tree House stories for Night of the Ninjas. We have learned a lot of background knowledge on 
these topics through Power Points provided from the Tools of the Mind program and have created cute crafts 
such as making Peanut masks (new character) and creating Japanese crafts such as fans. Our Math topics we 
have been focusing on stories about separating and using the minus sign in subtraction sentences.  In Social 
Studies we have been discussing how to make good choices and in Health class we have read and discussed the 
topic of fairness in school and in History.   

Kindergarten- Mrs. Pagliocca 

Kindergarteners returned from winter recess looking bigger and smarter.  The children are so excited to be 
reading.  We are constantly rhyming and learning new word families.  We love singing our vowel songs and 
learning new sight words.  It is such an exciting time for our little readers. 

The children are able to count to higher numbers and skip count to reach 100 quickly.  They love playing games 
at the center with their buddy to help them with learning numbers and the value of them. 

What a very exciting time it has been for our adventures with Jack and Annie.  We have been to Japan and are 
now in the Rain Forest.  It is wonderful to see how their minds are absorbing so much information about the 
places we go on each adventure.    I get such a thrill watching them learn each day!     

Kindergarten(Inclusion)- Ms. Sanzari/Ms. Paskas 

Can you believe we are half way through kindergarten? These kindergartners returned from winter break ready 
to learn. Our students started working in guided reading groups to practice a variety of different literacy skills. 
The students love working in the different literacy centers throughout the week. We continued to review our 
different word families. The students are doing so well with rhyming and writing sentences using our different 
word families. 

In math, the students are learning about addition and subtraction. Also, we rotate to different math centers each 
day to reinforce their skills. These are hard concepts, but they are really doing well!   
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This month we traveled to Japan with the Magic Tree House series. The students loved playing the role of the 
ninja. They students are now writing two sentences about something that happened in the chapter. It is amazing 
to see how much they learned since the beginning of the school year.  

Grade 1 Mrs. Franchini/Ms. Garcia 

The month of January was very bitter sweet! Although it was full of learning and growth, it was also my last 
month with my first graders. At the start of January, we were able to talk about our “New Year’s Resolution” 
and what we want to accomplish this year. Some of my students said they wanted to move up a level in reading, 
or even teach their younger sibling something. I hope they all accomplish their goals this year! I also had the 
great opportunity to meet with all the parents for parent/teacher conferences. I was able to share some of their 
child’s “glows and grows,” and we talked about their brand new reading levels! It was great to have these 
discussions and assure the parents that their children are doing a wonderful job!  

In math, our lessons have grown a lot in sophistication. The students are now masters at counting, adding and 
subtracting; now they are learning how to decompose their numbers into tens and ones. To have them learn this, 
we have been working with manipulatives like ten sticks and ten frames, to represent the tens and ones in the 
number. The kids love the idea of learning bigger numbers, and counting all the way to 120 on the hundreds 
chart! We even mastered skip counting by 2s, 5s, and 10s. It is exciting to see how far they have come with their 
number sense compared to September.  

In literacy, students were tested again for their reading level. So many students are already on I or J, which is 
where they should be by the end of first grade! I am so proud of not only their accuracy while reading but also 
their comprehension. We are really started to focus on inferential questions when reading, and having our little 
“book club” in Guided Reading in order to discuss our opinions on the books we read. The students are still 
doing an amazing job with centers, and becoming masters at their spelling patterns and red words. I am seeing 
so many 100s on dictation tests. I am so proud!   

Sadly, my time in first grade has come to an end, but I know Mrs. Franchini is going to do an amazing job 
taking over until the end of the year. I am so sad to be leaving my class, but I am thrilled knowing they all 
improved so much in the last few months! I am also very excited to be staying at Doyle, so I think of this as a 
“see you later” instead of a “goodbye!”  

-Ms. Garcia  
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Grade 1- Ms. Cortina 

We kicked off the year great! Everyone was so excited to come back to school and start the year off fresh. 

In word study, we learned the three sounds of -ed. This month, we started long vowels. Students learned all 
about magic e, and how the e makes the vowel say its name. We reached 75 red words this month. We are on a 
roll! 

In reader’s workshop, we started our unit on nonfiction and learned about key features in nonfiction texts. We 
went on a scavenger hunt in nonfiction books to find headings, captions, labels, diagrams, a glossary, a table of 
contents, and an index. Students are working on main idea and details in a nonfiction text.  
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In math, we learned how to read, count, and write numbers 11 through 19. We learned the terms more than and 
fewer than. We learned how to count groups of ten and write how many. My students really enjoyed learning 
how to skip count by 2’s, 5’s, and 10’s.  

In writer’s workshop, we started a new unit on nonfiction writing. They have been learning about key features 
in informational books. My students enjoyed picking out a nonfiction book of their choice. They used a graphic 
organizer to gather facts and write about their topic. I’m proud of them! They are working very hard. 

In social studies, we learned about how people’s jobs help others. We also learned about spending and saving 
money, and where people can put money to keep it safe. I presented my students scenarios and they told me if 
it’s a way to save or spend money. We celebrated Black History month by learning about Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. and Rosa Parks. We read through Dr. King’s most famous speech “I Have a Dream”, my students then 
thought of a way to make the world a better place to live in.	

Grade 1- Ms. Cucuzza 

We have learned so much throughout the month of January. We celebrated the New Year and welcomed 2019 by 
making new resolutions and goals. We also learned all about Martin Luther King Jr. and came up with dreams 
of our own.  

!  

In reader’s workshop, we started our unit on non-fiction. Our class was so excited about this unit in particular. 
They have had so much fun learning facts about a variety of topics. They have been using their new knowledge 
of non-fiction text features to help them learn. Students are able to identify table of contents, photographs, 
maps, captions, headings, etc. Students continue to build reading stamina during independent reading time. I am 
very proud of all the reading progress we have made in our classroom since the beginning of the school year.  
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In word study, students learned long vowels and magic e. Students were so excited to be able to identify all five 
long and short vowel sounds. We learned a poem to help us remember that magic “e” makes the vowels say 
their names. Students continue to practice their new word patterns through daily dictations and literacy centers. 
Students rotate between five centers throughout the week, which include build-mix-fix with red words, listening 
to reading, reading with the teacher, pattern word work, and choice writing.  This month we have also mastered 
20 new red words to apply to our reading and writing! Red words are starting to get more challenging, and 
students are doing an excellent job reading and writing their new words.  

During EnVision math, children have completed Topic 6, Subtraction Facts to 20. In this topic, students learned 
a variety of strategies to help subtract. This includes using addition to subtract and creating fact families. We 
have also completed Topic 7, Counting and Number Patterns to 120. In this topic, we learned how to skip count 
by 10 to 120. We also learned how to skip count by 2 and 5 and how to count on a hundreds chart.  

In writer’s workshop, students began learning how to write all-about books. They are very excited to take what 
they are learning during reader’s workshop, and apply it to their own writing pieces. It was awesome to see the 
students make the reading/ writing connection. Students each chose a topic to research, and are working on 
creating their own non-fiction books.  

They will be responsible for including a table of contents, headings, glossary, etc.  

Grade 1- Mrs. Jupinka 

During our literacy block, we continued our study of “blends’ to include, triple clusters in our Orton-Gillingham 
Sequence. We continue to learn many spelling rules. We have added 85 red words to our word wall.  

During our reader’s workshop, the children have been introduced to many ways to read independently as well as 
with their partners. We have been very successful working on our center/guided reading groups which continues 
to build upon their independence! 

In math, we continue to work with addition and subtraction strategies most recently using ten frames and tables. 
The children have also been working on skip counting and are beginning place value. The children look forward 
to Math Club each Friday.  

In health, we finished our discussion of germs! This is a perfect topic as we get into the winter cold and flu 
season. We are beginning dental health and healthy heart month in February. Look for the Tooth Tally 
Challenge! 

Each month we enjoy having our “mystery readers” visit. In January the children have now become our 
“celebrity”readers!  The children can sign up to read their favorite books to the class. They read great! I am so 
proud of them! The February calendar is filling up fast! 

Thanks to all the parents for completing their Valentine “homework” for the kids. They are displayed on our 
bulletin board outside of our room. 
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POR/RTI Grades K & 1- Ms. Humphrey  

January has been a very exciting month for my kindergarten class. We have learned more letters and sounds. 
Every day we practice our letters and sounds in a different way. 

This month we read Night of the Ninjas from the Magic Tree House book series. The students learned different 
facts about ninjas and Japan. Every day the students listened to a chapter from the book, drew a picture and 
wrote a message.  

In math, we have been learning how to add and subtract! The students love to make up their own addition and 
subtraction stories! 

The students in my class also started to read books! We invited Miss Albonico’s pre-k class in to “buddy read”. 
The students read the pre-k children a leveled reading book. When everyone was finished reading, we danced to 
the “Kids Bop Shuffle”. It was a very fun reading party! 

I can’t wait to see how much more my kindergarteners learn in February! 

Grade 2- Mrs. Neumuller/Mrs. Albanese 

January began with a group discussion about our class goals for the New Year. Each student narrowed down 
four items they would like to accomplish this year and displayed them in the hall for all to see. It has only been 
a few weeks but already we are making progress! 

New math topics have become more intricate as we explore how to regroup for two digit addition and 
subtraction. Fortunately we have built a solid foundation in place value concepts, which helps us visualize 
adding tens and ones when necessary. Practice makes perfect as does the repetition of familiar mantras like, 
“More on top? No need to stop! or “More on the floor? Go next door!” These little reminders have really helped 
us feel comfortable- no matter how big the problem may be! 

The entire second grade is eager to share the hard work they have been doing this month on their animal 
research projects. Five animals from each class will be presented proudly during our “Second Grade Zoo” on 
February 8th. We have diligently read and found important facts in several nonfiction texts. Students have 
compiled these facts into concise paragraphs that will be displayed for all to learn and enjoy. We can’t wait! 

January seems to have flown by as it was early on that we discussed Dr. Martin Luther King Jr and enjoyed a 
day off in his honor. We read books, watched online videos and heard excerpts from his, “I Have  a Dream...” 
speech which left us in awe and inspired. Characteristics such as kindness, integrity, courage and bravery are all 
traits that we too would like to have.  

Parent/ teacher conferences ended the first month of the New Year on a positive note. Discussing all of our 
progress and plans for the future is a great way to work together towards each of our personal and academic 
goals. 

Superintendent’s Monthly Report 
January, 2019 

!10



 February will for sure bring new challenges and accomplishments!  

!  

Grade 2- Ms. Delatorre  

In math, students have added and subtracted two-digit numbers, with and without regrouping. They have used 
number lines to model two digit addition and subtraction.  They used different methods to help them solve 
addition problems, solved two question problems, and selected the operation to solve each question. They 
continue to take their timed two minute math fact tests to help improve their fluency. Here is an activity they did 
when they learned about addition with regrouping: 

 

Superintendent’s Monthly Report 
January, 2019 

!11



In literacy and writing, students gathered information about their animal, using Kindles and multiple books. 
Each day they worked together to find facts about the animal’s physical characteristics, habitat, and diet. They 
even wrote an author page. They wrote their final drafts for each heading, and are finishing family pop quiz 
questions to present at our Animal Zoo in February! They are assembling their poster boards together and are so 
excited to show everyone! 
Students have finally submitted their class book to Studentreasures! The title is called If You Give A Minion A 
Coffee! We can’t wait to get our hard copies! Students also came up with their 2019 Resolutions. 

  

In grammar, students learned about comparative and superlative adjectives. They know how to apply the rules 
when comparing 2 or more things. They are currently learning about contractions. Students continue to practice 
letter formations weekly in handwriting.  

Grade 2- Mrs. Engel/Mrs. Micowski 

In reader’s workshop, we have been working in small groups conducting research on various animals.  Students 
have been collaborating with each other within their groups to collect as much information as possible on the 
animal they are researching.  Through research students are learning about their animal’s characteristics, habitat, 
diet, and special skills. Students have used various sources to find the information they need.  They have been 
looking through both fiction and nonfiction text, as well as watching videos to gain insight on their animal. 
Allowing students to research through various texts allows them to apply what they have learned about text 

In social studies, students learned about Martin Luther King Junior and his impact on the 
world today. They learned about how to make good choices when they choose what to buy, 
and also when you choose one thing, you give up something else and that the value of the 
thing you give up is known as the opportunity cost. 
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structure to help them locate the information they need.  The students are looking forward to creating a research 
report that depicts all of the information they have collected about their animal.  

In writer’s workshop, the students have completed their research reports. Students worked in one of the 
following animal groups - butterflies, bats, whales, penguins, or frogs.  Each group was responsible for finding 
facts about their animal’s habitat, appearance, and diet.  After gathering the necessary information the students 
wrote three paragraphs for their report.  Their hard work will be displayed during our second grade “Wild about 
Animals” zoo. 

In math, we have completed Topic 8.  The students have been practicing skills for adding two-digit numbers.  
The students learned how to regroup 10 ones for 1 ten.  They have been adding two-digit numbers with one-
digit number with and without regrouping.  They have also learned how to add 2 two-digit numbers with or 
without regrouping.  The students have also learned how to add on a number line.  At the end of this topic the 
students learned how to draw pictures and write number sentences to solve addition problems. 

In grammar, the students have been identifying adverbs as words that tell how, when, or where a verb was done. 
Students have been encouraged to use adverbs when writing to add more details to their sentences.  Students 
have also been working on identifying irregular plural nouns.  The students were given picture cards that 
showed the singular form and irregular plural form of various nouns.  Students played a memory matching 
game to practice matching the irregular plural nouns to the singular form of the noun.  

We are using multi-sensory techniques from Orton-Gillingham program to learn how to spell and read words 
during word study. The students have practiced reading and spelling words with vowel endings (Three 
Musketeers: ank, ink, unk, & onk).  The students have reviewed the suffix -ed and the different sounds it can 
make (/t/, /d/, /ed/, /id/) at the end of a root word. 

In science, we continued our unit on animal biodiversity.  We identified where the Arctic is located on the world 
map.  Next, we watched a video clip that showed the different animals that can be found living in the Arctic.  
We discussed why they think these animals can survive the Arctic weather.  The students participated in a 
“blubber glove” experiment.  This experiment formulated how some animals living in the Arctic are protected 
from the extreme cold temperatures because of their blubber.   

Students also watched a Mystery Science Video to identify patterns in frog calls in order to determine how 
biodiverse a habitat is. Frogs are a really neat example of the biodiversity in North America! In just one habitat, 
there can be many different frog species. Scientists study frog biodiversity by analyzing the different frog 
sounds they hear in a habitat--each frog species has a unique call. The variety of frog species in a habitat 
depends on the amount of resources a habitat has. The more resources, the more types of frogs! 

The students participated in an activity, by listening to recordings of frog calls, create words that will remind 
them of the sounds, and then use those words to identify frog sounds in different environments. Students 
listened to a variety of frog calls, and then analyzed the sounds from two different habitats to determine which 
frogs are there. They then constructed an argument from evidence about which habitat is more biodiverse based 
on the amount of different frog calls. 
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Grade 2- Ms. Vega 

In January, students rang in the New Year by learning what it means to have a resolution and made some of our 
own. Resolutions ranged from wanting to learn new skills such as playing the drums and riding a bike without 
training wheels. Other resolutions set out to help their parents more around the house and to do their homework 
more often.  

In math, we finished our unit on mental math; students also began Meditation Math. Before we begin our math 
block, yoga music is played and we practice breathing exercises while reviewing mental math strategies. It 
really helps calm us down! To add on to our holidays around the world, we decided to travel two more times to 
Brazil to learn about Three Kings Day which lands on January 6th and to China for Chinese New Year! This 
year is the year of the pig. We also completed our animal research projects. Students were assigned an animal 
(lizard, manatee, dolphin, wolverine, or bee) to research. They gathered information on their characteristics, 
habitats, diet, and some fun facts. Then, they shared all their information and decided which facts were the best 
of the best to go onto their poster.  

!  

POR/RTI Grade 2- Mrs. Caicedo 

January was a busy and exciting month in the Resource Center.  In Reading, students have learned the routine of 
the classroom and work hard during the time spent here. Students are continuing working on red words and 
green words, using a multisensory approach to learning phonics. Additionally, they are independently reading 
books on their reading level and in the area of comprehension; students have been focusing on the skills 
drawing conclusion and inferencing and are beginning to work on making judgments while reading a text. 

In mathematics, students have been working hard on double digit addition and just finished Chapter 8 of the 
Pearson EnVision program. Students will begin chapter 9, which will focus entirely on two digit subtraction 
with and without regrouping! 
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Kidz Care Club has been working hard on a project for the 100th day of school. For the 100th day, Kidz Care 
will be making a mural with the number 100, which will be all about what the children of Doyle School love 
about it so much! 

Grade 3- Mrs. Campagna 

It’s hard to believe that 2nd marking period is over!  Half of the year is already gone. 
My third grade students are definitely a group of incredible learners!! This month they continued to take on 
responsibilities and work together as a team.  They also continued to pick partners that they have never worked 
with before during cooperative learning.  Please remember to check your child’s planner each night as well as 
my website for important dates and reminders.   
Dates for Art Club can be found in their planners.   
Dates for Art Club:  2/13, 2/27  

                     3/13, 3/27  
                     4/3, 4/17  
                     5/1, 5/15, 5/29 
                      6/5 

In literacy students continued to master many skills and strategies to help comprehend and dissect text.  Our 
skill set continued to grow this month when we added identifying cause and effect relationships. Book Talks in 
the story circle continued to be an excellent way for students to share their thoughts, opinions, and high level 
thinking. Do not forget to check out your child’s Google account.   Both Docs and Classroom will show you the 
impressive work they completed this month. 

In reader’s workshop, all students continued their reading adventures on Raz Kids and Readworks.  As we move 
into third marking period, we will add ReadWorks to our growing list of reading sites.  Remember….along with 
ReadWorks, you can access all sites at home!   . 

Periods 3&4 started our informational text unit with the book What Is the Super Bowl?  Before reading, we 
added new words into our reading class such as index, glossary and table of contents.  The book provided 
several teachable moments for my students.  Along with learning about how many changes have taken place 
since the first Super Bowl was played in 1967, students learned about roman numerals, the importance of the 
singing of the National Anthem, and the planning that goes into the halftime performance.  This timely lesson 
included math facts too!  An average 30 second commercial played during the Super Bowl can come close the 4 
million dollars.  Students learned that not much has changed since the first Super Bowl.  The two best teams 
still compete, fans cheer for their favorite team, and people love to gather around the television with their 
favorite snacks!  Chips and salsa, anyone??11 

Periods 6&7 learned what it takes to build a city skyscraper.  Before reading, the class discussed important 
informational text features that are important when reading nonfiction.  The facts and details shared in our story 
circle made most of us want to travel to New York City and take a trip to the Empire State building!  Students 
learned how new skyscrapers will be “green” in an effort to be kinder to your fragile planet.  Students were 
amazed at how a simple window or waterfall can help the environment.  During the lessons this month, students 
had the opportunity to design their own skyscraper with special features.  Their building designs exceeded my 
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expectations!  Great job!  Don't forget about your reading teacher when you become famous architects and 
builders! 

In writer’s workshop, students began their Essay Unit.  This writing unit will take us all through the third 
marking period.  Essay writing is an essential piece to PARCC readiness.   

Essays can be found on Google Classroom.  Students will also begin working on paired passages and learn how 
to compare and contrast facts and details. 

We completed our social studies book!  We will be working on science marking period 3 and 4.   

Science is all hands on investigations and web quests.  I am really looking forward to the cooperative 
environment that science promotes! 

How can these little young minds be done with 5 months of third grade already?!     

Thank you for your continued support in all we do.   
Remember…I am an email away at bcampagna@wood-ridgeschools.org.    
Don’t forget to check out my website on the Wood-Ridge Schools web page!!                   
              
Grade 3- Mrs. Hynes 

Math:  Our math class began learning division this month.  Our focus was on the meaning of division and the 
various types of real world problems that can be solved using division.  Students learned a number of methods 
including repeated subtraction, using tally marks and multiplication tables to solve equations.  In addition, the 
students continue their quest to master multiplication with timed multiplication belt test each week.  Some have 
already received their black belts and we have many eager students working their way toward their own black 
belt.  

Social Studies:  This month we wrapped up our Social Studies units with chapters on communities.  Students 
learned about needs and wants in families as well as in communities.  They learned how communities get the 
things they need and how specialization makes obtaining these items easier and more cost effective.  Students 
also studied the diversity present in communities and how these diversities shape each cultural region.  The 
children were fascinated to learn about where various traditions originated and how people in different countries 
celebrate these traditions. 

Grade 3- Ms. Moccia 

This month, math students came back from winter break ready to continue their quest to be multiplication 
masters!  Students are working hard on facts 1 through 12.  We reinforce these facts daily through songs, 
playing multiplication around the world, and taking multiplication “Belt Tests.”   We continue to use these 
multiplication facts to help us learn division.  This month, we have covered topics 7 and 8.   In these two units 
we worked on understanding and solving division problems.  
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In literacy this month, we finished our novel, Who Was John F. Kennedy.  While reading this novel we continue 
to work on story skills, such as inferencing and cause and effect.  The students are looking forward to starting 
our new novel, Who Was Babe Ruth?   

In language arts, the students are working on how to write a compare and contrast essay.  
  
This month in social studies, we worked on chapter 7 and 8.  In chapter 7, students learned and recognized the 
difference between needs and wants.  Also, students learned the difference  

between a consumer and producer, and how consumers and producers exchange goods.   

As a class, we watched a BrainPop video on producers and consumers that reinforced what we have previously 
read in Chapter 7.  In chapter 8, students learned about diversity and celebrating our communities.   
  
We spoke about how people share their cultures through song, dance, art, food, etc.  Chapter 8 completes our 
social studies unit, we will be moving onto science at the start of the third marking period.   
  
POR/RTI Grade 3- Mrs. Gibney 

We got a lot of work done in January! 

In resource literacy class, we continued our Orton-Gillingham/phonetic sequence and have reviewed all learned 
phonemes.  In addition, we learned when words end in -ch and when they end in -tch.  We practiced the divide 
between two vowels syllable rule, and especially focused on dividing between two vowels.  Finally, we ended 
the month studying how -ing can be used as a ending.  We continue to review red words, work on our sentence 
structure, and practice capitalization and punctuation.  For our writing skills, we have worked on writing 
summaries after reading texts.   

Thank you to the Wood-Ridge Education Foundation who facilitated our participation in a Pepsi recycling 
project. Thanks to them, the resource program now has a class set of Ready Freddy’s Ready, Set, Snow! 
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The class was very excited to read this book while they discussed character traits, cause/effect, and fact and 
opinion.  The students created a wonderful display that depicts the characters of this fun book and their traits. 

  

In math, we are finishing up Topics 5 and 6 in the EnVision math series.  The children have done a great job of 
memorizing their multiplication facts by using flashcards, singing songs, do computer drill games, and 
multiplication board games.  We look forward to division in February! 
 
Speech Therapist- Ms. Allen 

We continue to work hard during speech class in our small group/ individual speech therapy sessions. Speech 
instruction for all students is working toward complete carryover of accurate sound productions and/or 
improvement of language goals. Therapy sessions are individualized to each child’s needs, and technology of 
the iPad is being incorporated into therapy sessions as appropriate. 

This month we finished a winter speech craft.  Each student decorated a winter shape.  The children took turns 
with their speech work while working on the craft.  They came up with five winter words with their speech 
sounds and then decorated them. 

!  
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Speech- Ms. Amadeo 

We started off the month with a New Year’s Eve craft to get in the Holiday spirit! The children had to answer 
questions about themselves and what they wanted to do or accomplish in 2019. Then I had them make their 
papers really colorful! I incorporated each child’s goal in this activity and we talked about what each child did 
over break and for the holidays. This was a great activity that I could incorporate everyone’s goals so every 
child could participate. After, I hung up the New Year’s Eve papers in my speech room for all of the children to 
admire their good work. All of the children really seemed to love this activity and seeing their work displayed in 
our speech room! 

Occupational Therapy- Mrs. DeFilippo 

During the month of January, students continued to work hard during occupational therapy in small group/ 
individual sessions in order to meet individualized goals. In the early weeks of January, students completed a 
New Year’s resolution writing prompt to address handwriting goals, with modifications/adaptions to the 
assignment for each grade level. Technology of the iPad is beginning to be incorporated into therapy sessions as 
appropriate, specifically for students who have keyboarding goals as a means to produce efficient written work. 
Students in the elementary and middle school continue to work towards printing fluency through fine motor 
development, multisensory activities, and repetitive printing practice. Where appropriate, cursive handwriting 
practice is also being integrated into sessions. Consultation is provided to teachers about how classroom design 
affects attention and where best to seat a child based on his or her learning style or other needs. 

Physical Education- Mr. Aranda 

Soccer and Juggling Scarves have been the themes for the month of January.  
Soccer was started back in December but with the amount of related activities and the enjoyment  
the students were getting from participating in these activities/games I decided to expand our soccer unit for 
another couple of weeks into the New Year. After soccer the students (PK – 3) transitioned right into a shorter 
yet just as fun unit of Juggling Scarves.  

Juggling Scarves are versatile, easy to handle, and a ton of fun to play with. In addition to all of that, another 
great feature about these scarves is their portability; they can be taken and played with just about anywhere. 
During this particular unit students were able to explore and discover different ways of manipulating a scarf 
with their dominant and non-dominant hands. Additionally scarves are excellent for elementary age students to 
practice with because they tend to float in the air, almost in slow motion making it easier for children to visually 
track and react. The younger students (PK – K) started and stayed mostly with 1 scarf juggling/manipulation 
slightly dabbling in multiple scarves manipulation, while the first & second graders started with 1 scarf and 
finished with 2 scarves juggling, furthermore the third graders were able to start with 1 scarf, move on to 2 and 
challenged themselves by trying to juggle 3 scarves at once.  
Besides juggling with these scarves the students discovered that they can be used in a variety of other non-
juggling games/activities.  

These activities included a strategic, cooperative & competitive game which they seemed to really enjoy, called 
“Stealing Scarves.” In this game the class was split into groups/teams of about 3-4 players. Each group would 
have to work together to come up with both offensive & defensive strategies that would give them the best 
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chance of succeeding by effectively competing against the other teams and hopefully giving them the edge with 
the goal ultimately winning the round. Another non-juggling scarf game that the students were loving was a tag 
game by the name of “Infected Scarf Pull.” This is a non-elimination type of tag game where it starts off with 3 
taggers and the rest of the free running players (non-taggers) each start with 2 scarves tucked into both the right 
& left side of their hip. Basically the taggers try to pull as many scarves as they can and when a free runner has 
no more scarves they become “infected” and automatically become one of the taggers, so as the game goes on 
the amount of taggers continues to multiply while the number of free runners dwindles until we are left with 
only a few survivors who are crowned the winners.  

Art- Mrs. Jeffrey 

Pre-K artists have been working on Love Monsters inspired by the artist J. Goldcrown.  
We read Love Monster by Rachel Bright. After listening to the story, students shared why  
the Love Monster felt sad in the town of Cutesville. Students shared that he felt sad because  
the town had soft, fluffy fur and he had bumpy, rough fur. We discussed how the way something  
feels on the outside is called "texture". Students traced, cut, and glued their own Love Monsters  
and printed lines on top to make it look like a scratchy texture. They then looked at the artwork  
of J. Goldcrown and noticed he uses colorful hearts in his artwork. Students printed  
overlapping, multi-colored hearts on top of their backgrounds. They will be completing their  
love monsters this week by adding googly eyes, triangle teeth, and a heart button.  
  
Kindergarten artists created Japanese Scroll Paintings in correlation with their classroom  
unit on Japan. They looked at examples of scroll paintings and learned scrolls are papers  
that can be rolled up for storing or traveling. Students created a sky for the background  
of their painting by tracing a circle for a moon or sun, then coloring in the rest of the paper  
around the circle with either warm or cool wax pastels. They brushed water on the paper to  

turn the wax pastels into watercolor paint.  

Next, they looked at pictures of Cherry Blossom Trees - a popular tree in Japan that festivals are  
held for!  
They painted branches for their trees using the letter "y". Students completed their cherry  
blossom trees by printing flowers next to and on top of our branches. They learned new  
painting techniques using 2 new types of brushes.  
  
The first grade artists completed their value scale ice cream cones and began working on their  
glowing he-ART work. Students are learning about artists who use hearts in their art such as  
Romero Britto, Jim Dine, Chris Uphues, and J. Goldcrown. They've been observing how artists  
use similar techniques, color palette, shapes, and themes in their artwork. They identified the  
unique styles of these artists by finding things that look the same throughout their work. Students  
are replicating the styles of these artists by creating 4 symmetrical hearts. They will then create a  
5th heart in their own unique style! Students practiced making their hearts glow using colorful  
chalk and black paper. Lastly, students will be writing about what makes their heart glow. 
  
Second grade artists are working on their large scale animal collages in correlation with  
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their classroom unit on animals. Students were introduced to the art element, scale. Scale is how  
an object compares in size to other objects. When an artist chooses to show an object as oversized  
or miniature it is often because he or she wants to draw attention to the object or to make the  
viewer see it in a new way. Students viewed examples of how artists use scale in their artwork  
and identified if it was done in large or small scale. They have been creating a radial paper  
collage using a variety of patterned paper. Second grade artists will be completing their large  
scale collages by drawing, cutting, and gluing large scale features of the animal they are researching  
in their classrooms. Students will use an analogous color palette to color their animal eyes.  

The third grade artists are learning about Pablo Picasso, specifically his famous cubism style and  
color periods. We discussed how he created his art in collections or themes that expressed how he  
was feeling. They looked at his Rose Period and Blue Period paintings and noticed how he used  
only one color with different values. They learned how paintings with only one color are  
called monochromatic, with "mono" meaning 1 and "chrome" meaning color. Students then created  
a background for their rose prints using bleeding tissue paper. They chose colors that were personal 
or expressive to them. Next, they learned about Picasso's cubism period and are working on drawing, cutting, 
and gluing a vase on their backgrounds in his signature style. They will complete their  
pieces by painting roses in their vase connecting to Picasso's rose period. 

Music- Mr. LaBelle 

Grades 1-3 have been reviewing pitch, rhythm and lyrics for songs and have been practicing 
reading notes on the staff by identifying line and space notes and labeling notes with the 
appropriate letter name and then playing songs in groups and individually on the xylophones. 
Students also finished up learning about classical and modern composers, respectively.  

Kindergarten and Pre-K have been preparing: On Top of Spaghetti, America, the Beautiful, 
You're a Grand Old Flag and Let's Go Fly a Kite. Pre-K is working on Hakuna Matata, Five 
Little Ducks, Bingo, and Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah.  

Kindergarten and Pre-K students have also started using the alphabet to play early childhood 
folk songs on the xylophones such as Mary Had a Little Lamb and Three Blind Mice. 
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Library/Media- Mrs. Diaz 

The Catherine E. Doyle Elementary School library program consists of weekly scheduled 
classes for students in grades kindergarten through grade 3. Students in these grades receive a 
library grade at the end of each marking period. 

Grades K-3 library and digital literacy skills reinforced, along with digital media studies. Also 
at each level, research assignments are completed with an emphasis on curriculum 
connections in 
  
science, social studies, math and the arts. These connections are made throughout the year by 
Mrs. Diaz working collaboratively with the classroom and subject area teachers. 

January 2019 started out with students turning the Media Center into a Makerspace Center. 
All grades designing and engineering different items. Grade 3 is working on making 
Marshmallow Catapults to learn different mathematical and scientific concepts.  Grade 2 is 
working on building structures using the Engineering Design Process and Grade 1 creating 
3D skyscrapers with Strawbees and connectors.  
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 Intermediate School                                                                                                                                              

Grade 4 – Barrows 

ELA 

This month in Language Arts, we continued reading non-fiction and informational texts while primarily 
focusing on text structure! Students participated in a variety of activities, as well as read numerous texts to 
practice determining which text structure was being used, identifying signal words, and deciding why an author 
might choose a particular text structure(s). One of these activities included a text structure “mystery bag” 
activity! Students had a blast reading passages and identifying the mystery text structure being used with their 
group! Students also continued practicing their sentence editing skills, as well as learning about and identifying 
synonyms & antonyms, suffixes & prefixes, and parts of speech! Miss Barrows’s ELA classes had so much fun 
taking part in a parts of speech “scavenger hunt” as well! 
 To conclude our text structure unit and lead us into our next writing unit, student began learning about 
writing summaries using cause and effect! As a class, students read A Bad Case of Stripes by David Shannon. 
As they listened, the students wrote down any cause and effect relationships they could identify using what we 
learned about text structure! Next, we practiced writing short summaries of movie clips on white boards using 
our “Somebody… Wanted… So… But… Then…” (SWSBT) strategy. Next week, students will be using their 
Bad Case of Stripes notes and what they learned about writing summaries to write 1-2 paragraph summaries of 
the story. As they write, students will carefully follow the writing process, utilizing all 5 steps: prewriting, 
drafting, revising, editing/peer editing, and publishing! I am so excited to see my students’ writing skills 
continue to grow and evolve over the course of our next writing unit! ☺ 

  

Social Studies 
 Students started the month by participating in a fun activity to demonstrate why the taxes being placed 
on the colonists by Great Britain were unfair.  For this activity, each student had a role - King, Parliament, Tax 
Collectors, and Colonists.  Task cards were then read, and each colony had to pay taxes based on the event 
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described.  The money was divided up to show how rich the King became and how much money the colonists 
lost. 
 Chapter 3, lesson 1 began a discussion about how the colonists were trying to fight for their freedom and 
start a new nation.  Discussions about the different tax acts allowed students to understand why the colonists 
were angry with Great Britain.  To show their anger, we discussed how the colonists started the Boston Tea 
Party and compared this event to the New Jersey Tea Party which occurred a year later. We also learned a fun 
song to help us remember when, where, and why the Boston Tea Party took place!  In lesson 2, students learned 
more about the Declaration of Independence, including topics such as who wrote it, who signed it, and what it 
was dangerous to sign this document. 
 Lastly, we read chapter 3, lesson 3 and learned all about the war in New Jersey! Students read about the 
various battles that took place and that were led by Washington, including the Battle of Trenton, Battle of 
Princeton, and Battle of Monmouth! To conclude the lesson students completed an “American Revolution: 
Journey Across the Delaware” webquest!  

Extensions/World Languages 
 Students have been continuing building on their typing skills during extensions. We have also continued 
to focus on developing the students’ social emotional skills. We have been incorporating the Sanford Harmony 
lessons into our classes, along with read-a-louds and writing assignments/activities that aim to teach students 
tolerance. Students have also been practicing their choice of a foreign language weekly using Rosetta Stone. 
Additionally, this month we had the chance to trial the new Proximity Learning program, which we are very 
excited to utilize in the coming months. 

Grade 4 – Johnson 

Math 1 – In the past month, the children have completed Chapter 9 and 10 which involved long division.  We 
learned to divide larger numbers resulting in 3 and 4- digit quotients. We practice these skills with centers that 
help to keep all math skills fresh.  As we returned to school after the winter break, we began working with 
fractions including prime and composite numbers, multiples and factors.  These skills will help as we further 
continue working with equivalent fractions to find the least common multiples and greatest common factors. 
Soon we will be adding and subtracting fractions with common denominators. We are moving along with our 
“Geometry Mondays”.  Each Monday we work on various geometry skills.  This will help to review and refresh 
the children’s geometry skills throughout the school year.  I hope to be begin ‘Measurement Mondays” in 
March. 

Math 2 – In December, the class worked on multiply 2-digit by 2-digit numbers, as we completed Topics 7 and 
8.  We learned different methods that could be used to help arrive at a problem’s final product.  These included 
both the box method and the traditional method.  Since returning from winter break we have started working on 
our long division skills.  We are moving along with our “Geometry Mondays”.  Each Monday we work on 
various geometry skills.  This will help to review and refresh the children’s geometry skills throughout the 
school year.  I hope to be begin ‘Measurement Mondays” in March. 
As always, keep reviewing those basic multiplication and division math facts. 

Science -   Science this month we have focused on the structures of plants that support survival, growth and 
reproduction.  We learned a great deal about the different parts of a plant, and how those parts help a plant to 
survive.  We looked at the jobs of the roots, stem, and leaves. We observed how the stem of a plant allows water 
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to flow to the plant’s other parts when we watched flowers change color after being put in water with different 
food coloring.  We even attempted to dye a flower two different colors. We learned how flowers make seeds and 
how important those seeds are.  The children even dissected the flower to see each individual part.  We will also 
be learning about structures of animals and their importance to the survival of the species. 

!             
  

Grade 4 – Hamerling 

Social Studies – Students started the month by participating in a fun activity to demonstrate why the taxes 
being placed on the colonists by Great Britain were unfair.  For this activity, each student had a role - King, 
Parliament, Tax Collectors, and Colonists.  Task cards were read and each colony had to pay taxes based on the 
event described.  The money was divided up to show how rich the King became and how much money the 
colonists lost. 
 Chapter 3 Lesson 1 began a discussion about how the colonists were trying to fight for their freedom and 
start a new nation.  Discussions about the different tax acts allowed students to understand why the colonists 
were angry with Great Britain.  To show their anger, we discussed how the colonists started the Boston Tea 
Party and compared this event to the New Jersey Tea Party which occurred a year later.  In Lesson 2, students 
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learned more about the Declaration of Independence including topics such as who wrote it, who signed it, and 
what it was dangerous to sign this document. 
 As a culminating project, students were asked to write a letter to King George III explaining some of the 
taxes imposed upon them, why they thought these taxes were unfair, and two suggestions for the king to explain 
how he can make things better. 
 Currently, students are reading Lesson 3 and learning about the main battles of the American Revolution 
that occurred in New Jersey. 

Language Arts – Throughout the month, our unit focused on Text Structure.  January began by discussing 
chronology and compare and contrast.  Student participated in a variety of activities, as well as read numerous 
texts to practice determining which text structure was being used, identifying signal words, and deciding why 
the author decided to use that particular text structure.  The second half of the month was focused on two other 
text structures.  Students worked on determining problem and solution and cause and effect.   
 As a fun activity, students listened to the picture book A Bad Case of Stripes by David Shannon.  While 
the book was read, students completed a cause and effect graphic organizer.  Then, a mini lesson was conducted 
to teach students about how to write a summary of the book.  Students used the graphic organizer Somebody, 
Wanted, But, So Then to help organize their thoughts before drafting a summary paragraph. 
 This month, students also took the STAR Reading test and completed a reading log for homework each 
week. 

   
Grade 4 – Romoff 

In math, the focus was division. The students learned how to estimate quotients by using compatible numbers, 
rather than rounding numbers, which are not successful with division. The students have learned long division 
and are able to divide with 2-digit dividends and 1-digit divisors. The children have also been working on 
understanding what remainders mean in a variety of word problems. Students have also been focusing their 
learning on geometric skills and have been practicing using protractors and have learned how to classify 
polygons. Each week, students continue to practice the skills that have been learned this year in the four 
operations. 

In science, the students learned about structures and function of plants and how the different plant parts enable 
the plant to grow and survive. We were able to watch a variety of videos from Fun Science Demos that clearly 
explain the concepts that were taught. The classes also participated in several hands on activities that 
demonstrated how plants work. The students were able to see celery stalks and leaves and white carnations turn 
color when placed in colored water. The students were amazed to see each half of a carnation turn a color when 
the stem was split in half and placed in two different colors. The students also dissected a lily and were able to 
identify the various parts of a flower including the petals, stamen, anther, filament, pistil, and ovary. This 
activity really helped the students understand how the flower works in a more concrete way. The overall 
knowledge of plants that the students came away with is very impressive. 
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Grade 4 – Trentacosti 

Language Arts 
  
 Our unit focus for the month of January was Nonfiction Text Structures.  First, students discussed the 
author’s purpose for writing in a certain text structure and discussed that good readers use this knowledge to 
understand nonfiction texts.  Students learned how to identify signal words to help them determine the structure 
of a text.  Finally, students were able to organize information learned within a specific graphic organizer that 
pertained to a text structure.  Students read a number of articles, passages, and paragraphs in order to practice 
identifying the text structure, signal words, and graphic organizer.   

The five nonfiction text structures learned were Chronological/Sequence Order, Compare and Contrast, 
Cause and Effect, Problem and Solution, and Description.  As a fun activity, students listened to the picture 
book A Bad Case of Stripes by David Shannon.  While the book was read, students completed a cause and effect 
graphic organizer.  Then, a mini lesson was conducted to teach students about how to write a summary of the 
book.  Students used the graphic organizer Somebody, Wanted, But, So Then to help organize their thoughts 
before drafting a summary paragraph. 
  
This month, students also took the STAR Reading test and completed a reading log for homework each week.	

Grade 5 – Ciliotta 

Science 

Ecosystems, Nitrogen and Water Cycles Oh My! 

� � 	

This was an exciting month in Science.  During the month of January, we spent time learning about ecosystems 
as well as food chains and food webs.  One of the highlights of the month was our owl pellet lab.  This is 
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usually a favorite of the year!  Students have the opportunity to dissect an owl pellet and discover predator prey 
relationships as well as to connect what they have learned about food chains in an ecosystem.  The students 
worked in small groups and together reconstructed their remains to discover what their owl ate.  We continued 
our unit with the Nitrogen and Water Cycles.  Students learned that all living things depend on nitrogen, oxygen 
and carbon dioxide in the air as well as water.  These substances do not just get used up and disappear, nature 
recycles them! In order to bring some of the cycles to life, we completed several lab activities.  The first was to 
have each student travel as a nitrogen atom through the atmosphere.  “Yes,” we traveled around the room as 
nitrogen atoms to discover the many places where nitrogen is used and fixed for use in nature.  Students 
cataloged their journey in a nitrogen passport and then completed a comic strip to describe their journey.   We 
filled our notebooks with diagrams and notes to help us remember the flow of each cycle.  We concluded the 
unit by completing an interactive web quest that helped to extend our knowledge beyond the textbook.  We will 
be learning all about Earth’s Spheres during the month of February. 

Math 
We kicked off the New Year with a unit on Fractions.  Students have been working hard to find common 
denominators, simplify as well as to add and subtract fractions and mixed numbers.  In addition to traditional 
computation algorithms, students are also encouraged to use pattern blocks, fraction tiles, number lines and 
other visual representations to show their understanding of fractions. Think Through Math lessons are 
completed in class but I would like to encourage home involvement.  Students may log on any day of the week 
or weekend to complete lessons.  These lessons will help strengthen their skills and provide extra support in 
weak areas.  The program is a great complement to the curriculum and can help students steadily increase their 
math skills.  Thank you for your support!  
  

Grade 5 – Muscle 

5th Grade ELA  
In ELA, we are continuing to work on our skills and strategies. We have started our Nonfiction unit. We 

have spent time working with two text structures independently- Main Idea and Compare and Contrast. After 
working on identifying the main and key supporting details, students learned to create summaries from the 
information presented. Currently, we are working with compare and contrast to write an essay on different types 
of firefighters. Students did research by using text and media to discover similarities and differences about their 
daily duties, equipment, and dangers they face.  

 5th Grade Social Studies  
 During Social Studies, the students are studying early American colonization. Students have learned 
about Plymouth and the Massachusetts Bay Colony. They also learned about the early French and Dutch 
colonies and their impact on the creation of Early America and what will become the Thirteen Colonies. 
Students are comparing and contrasting the lifestyles of the early colonists, as well as, reading documents from 
that era. 
 Students continue to use virtual interactive BrainPop episodes to reinforce new concepts and engage 
cognitive activity through an educational cartoon.  The use of graphic organizers and close readings have 
enhanced the material and increased retention. They have reviewed material by engaging in an interactive 
review, using Kahoot! and Quizziz after specific lessons and/or review sessions. 
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 During Social Studies, our DARE program continues with Officers Marchitelli and Vitkovsky of the 
WRPD. The students have learned about the effects of nicotine and are moving on to the effects of marijuana. 
They are submitting DARE Box questions for the officers to answer and are eagerly awaiting the visit of our 
local SWAT team members.  

Grade 5 – Oppido 

HP Math: 
This class has continued to work hard and get their work done and move at a pretty fast pace; what a great way 
to start off the New Year!!  This month, we completed Topic 11: Multiplying and Dividing Fractions. Since they 
are moving so quickly and doing so well, I am having the class create centers in groups of three that go along 
with the three topics on fractions. Each group was given a concept from one of the three topics to create a game 
or some type of activity for others to complete. They truly are doing very well with this and seem to be enjoying 
themselves as well.  After each group demonstrates their center after it is complete, I will be using their centers 
with my future classes to reinforce these math topics. I am excited to see the end results.  Below you will find a 
few pictures, however, next month I will include the final products. When this activity is complete, we will be 
moving onto Topic 13: Units of Measure where the class will do a lot of converting of different kinds of 
measurements, starting with unit of length, capacity and weight just to name a few.   

																			� 					� 	
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																						� 	

																					� 	

Math:  
At the start of the new year, we started and completed Topic 10 which dealt with the adding and subtracting of 
mixed numbers.  We added and subtracted fractions and mixed numbers with unlike denominators too. Toward 
the end the month, we started working on Topic 11 which is multiplying and dividing of fractions.  So far, the 
class is doing very well with this topic and seems to be enjoying it too!  

Science Classes: 
In Science, they were finishing up the unit on Ecosystems when we returned back to school after the winter 
break.  The students have really enjoyed this unit. Both classes had the amazing opportunity of dissecting an 
owl pellet.  In groups of two they were given an owl pellet and away they went pulling away the hairs and fur to 
see what was inside.  The students found all different types of bones.  They used the materials I provided to 
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determine what animals were eaten and also completed a mini lab report as well.  The students all thought it was 
going to be “gross and yucky” to do, but they had a blast once they started!  Below are some pictures of their 
dissection.    

� 						� 	

� 									� 	
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When they were finished with the dissection lab, we said good bye to the Ecosystem Unit and have since then 
moved into the unit on Earth’s Systems.  Here is where we have already started talking about the Earth’s four 
systems.  The first system we have focused on was the Geosphere where the class was shown the different 
layers of the Earth.  They are eager to go further into this unit to learn about all of the systems that make up our 
home, the Earth.   

Grade 5 – Palmieri 

Language Arts  

 Students have been working on a nonfiction unit of study.  The class began with reviewing text features:  
what they are, what a reader can learn from them, and how to identify them.  Next, the class learned about main 
idea and details.  The class read a variety of articles and worked on identifying a topic sentence and supporting 
details for sections of a text. The class also learned about the nonfiction structure of sequence or chronology. 
 Students read a variety of articles and created timelines from the information presented in the articles.  In 
addition to our sequence instruction, students wrote a How-To essay explaining how to build a snowman using 
signal words and eight steps.The class has now started to learn about the nonfiction structure of compare and 
contrast.  

Social Studies 

Students continued to work on chapter 3 which discussed the colonial communities created by the Dutch and 
French in America. Students also discussed the ways Europeans competed for economic opportunities and 
growth in North America. We have just finished chapter 3 and will begin chapter 4 which discusses the creation 
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of the thirteen colonies. Students will read and discuss how the thirteen colonies were created. Students will 
also discuss the climate, geography, people, and daily life in the colonies.  

Grade 6 – Borrell 

English- In the month of January the students have worked extensively with non-fiction articles in our Read for 
Real series.  Topics such as Cracking the Code of Hammurabi, Archaeologists: History’s Detectives, and 
Ancient Timekeepers have been outlined and discussed.  Students then constructed summaries from their 
outline notes on the selections.  The students have learned and practiced the important life skill of note taking 
that will help them as they head to grade 7 next year.  Students will continue to analyze and write essays on 
non- fiction selections for the next few weeks.  This will allow them to practice independent reading of content 
area subjects and topics that often prove more difficult to do independently. 

We have begun reading our second novel of the year, Bud, Not Buddy.  This is a historical fiction novel that is 
set during the Great Depression.  It follows the story of a young African American orphan as he struggles to 
survive.  We are having many interesting discussions on issues involving race, poverty, and this important time 
in America’s history.  The unit will culminate in an essay comparing Bud, Not Buddy with another one of 
Christopher Paul Curtis’ works entitled Elijiah of Buxton. 

!  

Social Studies –We have just started our fourth chapter of the year, Ancient India.  The students will work with 
a group to complete a poster highlighting text features that are found in non-fiction texts as a culmination to this 
unit.  They will choose a topic featured in the Ancient India chapter to expand on.  Students will be graded on 
their content and presentation skills.  After this, we are moving on to Ancient China.  It is unbelievable that we 
are already half way through the year! 
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Grade 6 – Koernig 
        
Language Arts-Koernig 

 Students worked very hard on researching and analyzing a famous poet and one of their poems.  Each 
student presented a poster explaining why they chose their poem, the life of the poet, interesting facts about the 
poet, and examples of figurative language within their poem.  Job well done!   
We also started our nonfiction unit this month!  We have been focusing on text features and structures while 
determining the central idea of informational text and finding three supporting details. Students have read Unit 
2: The Human Story In and On Stone: featuring the selections titled: “Archaeologists- History’s Detective”, 
“Ancient Timekeepers king the “Cracking the Code of Hammurabi”.  At the conclusion of the readings, students 
wrote essays distinct from their personal opinion or judgments.  This will allow students to practice independent 
reading of content area subjects and topics that often prove more difficult to do independently. 

We have begun reading the novel, Bud, Not Buddy.  This is a historical fiction novel that is set during the 
Great Depression.  It follows the story of a young African American orphan as he struggles to survive.  We are 
having many interesting discussions on issues involving race, poverty, and this important time in America’s 
history.  The unit will culminate in an essay comparing Bud, Not Buddy with another one of Christopher Paul 
Curtis’ works entitled Elijah of Buxton. 
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Social Studies- Koernig  
We have just started our fourth chapter of the year, Ancient India.  The students will work with a group to 
complete a poster highlighting text features that are found in non-fiction text as a culmination to this chapter.  
They will choose a topic featured in the Ancient India chapter to expand on.  Students will be graded on their 
content and presentation skills.   

Grade 6 – Molta 

January was a great month here in sixth grade. The students had a nice transition back from the winter break. As 
always, they had an informative experience with Neutral Zone. They also showed spirit on Spirit Day and 
Wacky Wednesday. 

Math – This month in sixth grade math we breezed through three unit topics – “Integers and the Coordinate 
Plane” and “Rates and Ratios.” The students enjoyed these topics as they realized how much they are used in 
our day to day lives. They had fun finding unit prices of different goodies and determining which would be the 
better buy! We also had a memorable experience discussing the life and achievements of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. We did some “MLK Math” to learn about his life and we created a mosaic mural of him. As we 
conclude our units on rates and ratios, we are now moving on to Percents!  

Science – We finished our books in science class this month! They will be published within the next few weeks. 
We spent a great deal of time learning about Earth’s structure, its minerals and rocks, and all of the intricacies of 
the rock cycle process. We are now moving on to learning about different forces that shape the Earth! 
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Grade 6 – Negro 

January was a great month in sixth grade!  In science, students completed their weather stories, and we 
are anxiously awaiting the return of our completed books from Student Treasures Publishing!   Students learned 
about the layers of the Earth, minerals, rocks and the rock cycle by investigating through a variety of center 
activities and watching informative video clips.  To demonstrate understanding of the rock cycle, students 
completed their own “Rock Cycle Cookbook”.  After completing our studies of the rock cycle, we began to 
study meteorologist Alfred Wegener and his theory of continental drift,  Students completed a rotation of center 
activities to investigate Pangea and the evidence to prove that it once existed. 
      

In math, we began to study integers and the coordinate plane.  Students completed a webquest to learn 
about the mathematician Renee Descartes and his contributions to the world of math.  Students began working 
on a sea level drawing project to demonstrate their understanding of integers.  The HP students who had already 
mastered integers, worked on a project that required them to give directions for someone else to create a grid 
drawing of their name by using coordinates. Students used geoboards to plot points and create lines after 
organizing information on a table.  (picture below)  Both math classes studied ratios and rates and demonstrated 
understanding and real world applications by completing a project on unit price.   

!  

Special Education – Albanese 

The students are currently learning about text structures in a nonfiction text. These structures are Compare and 
Contrast, Cause and Effect, Sequence of Events, Problem and Solution, and Description. The topic was broken 
down into each individual section. Once these topics are done, we will then move onto an essay project about 
healthy food compare and contrast essay.   
-Kathleen Albanese 1/2019 
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Math:				

The	students	are	learning	about	multiplication	and	its	importance.	Two	ways	of	teaching	multiplication	
are	the	box	method	or	the	expanded	method	and	the	standard	method	of	multiplying.	Once	the	students	
have	mastered	these	skills,	then	the	next	topic	will	be	division.	They	will	learn	about	division	by	equal	
groups	by	using	arrays.	Then,	students	will	learn	about	estimating	for	division	problems.		-Kathleen	
Albanese	1/2019	

RTI: 

Students have been reviewing concepts of multiplication. They were working on multi-digit multiplication 
problems. Standard and expanded forms were taught in class. The students have been also practicing word 
problems as well. Students will be working on division concepts.  -Kathleen Albanese 1/2019 
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Special Education – Carroll 

6th Grade Math Resource room 
The class was exposed to Integers this month.  The students learned what and integer is and how to find 

its opposite and its absolute value.  Students learned how to compare and order integers.  Students then learned 
how to plot or identify the value of an integer on a numberline.  Students were exposed to rational numbers.  
They learned about halves both positive and negative. 

Students learned about mathematician Rene Desartes and his coordinate plane.  Students completed a 
webquest and Brainpop video on the Mathematician.  Students were exposed to all four quadrants on the 
coordinate grid.  Students learned how to plot or identify a point on the coordinate grid.  Students used 
geoboards for plotting practice.  Then students were exposed to the relationship between an x and a y 
coordinate.  They were exposed to solving and graphing equations on a coordinate plane. 

Students were introduced to ratios.  They learned how to write a ratio three different ways and they 
learned the three types of ratios. 

The class continues to spiral review skills from September to present in their daily do now.  Students are 
also continuing their knowledge and application of decimal/fraction/percent in the daily numberline routine. 

The students have been using IXL to further extend their practice of skills they are learning in class.  
Students are also using centers that focus on fluency of the four basic operations and extension activities on the 
weekly topics.  The class has also begun using Imagine Math.  They are working on their own pathways. 

 6th Grade ELA Resource room 
 This month the students have been reading a variety of science and social studies article in the Read for 
Real book.  Students started the month by welcoming the new year and reading short articles on New Year’s 
Eve and New Year’s Day.  Students learned how to annotate a text to find the topic, topic sentence, and 
supporting details for a nonfiction text.  In the Read for Real nonfiction book students read 4 articles:  
Cockroaches:  the Ultimate Survivors, Archeologists:  Histories Detectives, Ancient Timekeepers, and Cracking 
the Code of Hammurabi.  Along with the teacher’s guidance, students learned how to outline/summarize a 
nonfiction text.  They learned how to use text features to aid in comprehension.  Students completed multiple 
choice and open ended assessments on each article. 

 Students continued their work with nonfiction texts and honored Martin Luther King Jr. by reading an 
article and a timeline on his life.  Students also had to create a timeline using the article.  They watched a video 
on martin Luther King Jr. in Brainpop. 

 The class began their second novel of the year:  Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis.  Students 
began by researching The Great Depression, the time period of the historical fiction novel.  Students watched 
videos in Brainpop:  Franklin D Roosevelt, Jazz, Louis Armstrong, Great Depression, and Great Depression 
Causes.  Students read articles, nonfiction books, and time lines on WWI, The Great Depression, the Dust Bowl, 
and the Stock Market.  Bud, Not Buddy follows the story of a young African American orphan as he struggles to 
survive.  The class is having guided reading conversations on social issues pertaining to the times of the novel 
such as race and poverty.  Students then began to build their vocabulary, especially of time period terminology.  
While reading the novel, students focused on character traits and the setting, both where and when the story 
takes place. 

Do Now activities have focused on grammar, usage, and mechanics editing of sentences. 
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6th Grade Math RTI class 
Students meet on Mondays for this RTI class.  This month the class has been working on geometry:  types of 
lines, and types of angles.  This are areas of weakness in PARCC for the 2017-2018 school year.  The students 
have also extended their knowledge in integers and the the four quadrants on the coordinate grid to support what 
they are learning in their 6th grade math class. 

6th Grade Social Studies ICS classes 
This month the class finished Chapter 3:  Ancient Egypt.  The students watched a National Geographic 
documentary on King Tut and Howard Carter.  Students were able to use facts from the movie to answer their 
questions about how King Tut died.  The class then moved on to Chapter 4:  Ancient India.  Students defined 
key terminology for the chapter. 

Special Education – Lanfranchi 

5th Grade Mathematics 
During the month of January, students completed Topic 9: Fractions by adding and subtracting fractions with 
unlike denominators. Then, our class began working on Topic 10: Adding and Subtracting Mixed Numbers.  
Students converted improper fractions to  mixed numbers, as well as the other way around.  Students also began 
adding and subtracting mixed numbers. 
 Students completed the STAR assessment and they continue to work with Think Through Math. 

5th Grade Language Arts 
During of January, our class discussed a variety of reading skills and strategies to help with 

comprehension.  The first strategy we discussed was main idea and details. Students read a variety of articles to 
identify the main idea and the details used to support it. Another comprehension strategy we discussed this 
month was compare and contrast.  Students read articles and completed venn diagrams to organize facts based 
upon the subject matter.  

ICS 5th Grade Social Studies 
This month our class completed Chapter 3: Settlements Take Root to discuss why immigrants left their 

homelands because of political and economic troubles, to find freedom on religion, or for economic 
opportunities. This month our class began  Chapter 4: Life in the Colonies to discuss how environment and 
location influence where people live and what they do there.  

ICS 5th Grade Science  
During the month of January, our classes continued learning about Energy and Matter in Ecosystems by 

studying food chains and food webs.  Our class practiced identifying producers, consumers and decomposers by 
researching a specific food chain and creating  a 3D visual representation. To witness how energy is transferred 
throughout an ecosystem, our class dissected an owl pellet.  Each student observed the bones of the prey of a 
barn owl. They reconstructed the skeleton of the owl’s prey by examining each bone extracted from the pellet. 
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5th Grade RTI 
To further practice working on identifying main ideas of a text, students have been reading various 

articles and completing center activities. 

 Special Education – Panayoti 
  
Math - The students worked on Topic 7 Integers and Other Rational Numbers and Topic 8 Coordinate 
Geometry. Students extended their understanding of whole numbers to integers. Students used integers to 
represent quantities in real-world contexts. Students worked with both horizontal and vertical number lines to 
locate, compare, and order integers. Students located and plotted ordered pairs with two rational numbers on a 
number line.  

English - The students have worked with non-fiction articles in the Read for Real series. Topics such as 
Cracking the Code of Hammurabi, Archaeologists: History’s Detectives, and Ancient Timekeepers have been 
outlined and discussed. Students then wrote summaries from their outline notes on the selections. The students 
have learned and practiced the important skill of note taking that will help them as they head to the JR/SR HS in 
September. 

We have begun reading our second novel of the year, Bud, Not Buddy. This is a historical fiction novel that is set 
during the Great Depression. It follows the story of a young African American orphan as he struggles to survive. 
We are having many interesting discussions on issues involving race, poverty, and this important time in 
America’s history. The unit will culminate in an essay comparing Bud, Not Buddy with another one of 
Christopher Paul Curtis’ works entitled, Elijiah of Buxton. 

Other Special Education Modifications : 
● Attended a Math articulation meeting to discuss the math curriculum, programs and resources 
● Worked with students to create study guides to help them prepare for tests 
● Provided copies of class notes and assignments for students 
● Collaborated on lesson plans with co-teachers in Grade 6  
● Modified class notes/assignments/homework for ICS students  
● Modified tests for IEP students in all content areas 

ESL – Manicone 

 WRIS  
Throughout January we practiced identifying different types of text structures. Class focused on 

chronological order/sequencing, description, problem and solution, and cause and effect.  We also practiced 
using the third person s ending on our verbs.  This is an error that continuously happens, and we starting making 
verbs charts, filling in the blank and completing sentences.  Next we are correcting passages and correcting her 
own work. 
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Art – C. Sterba 

Grade 4 Art- Students started working on artwork based off of the style of Marc Chagall. In the style of his 
memory based paintings, the students  created sketches of memories they have, then using different symbolic 
colors and images attempted to show how they felt in that moment.. 

!  

!  
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Grade 5 Art – Students are working on creating their own super heroes as they learn how a professional 
company does the same. They have studied proportion and color, then are beginning work on their conceptual 
designs for their own character.  

!  
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Grade 6 Art- Students used the Suminagashi prints they created, producing some interesting marbled paper 
designs to use as the covers of handmade books.  

!  

!  
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Music – J. Sterba 

Each month in all music classes and grades we focus on a patriotic song. Our patriotic song for January “The 
United States” and “You’re A Grand Old Flag.”  To honor Martin Luther King Jr. day we learned about 
spirituals and sang “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot,” and “Oh When the Saints Go Marching In” 

Fourth grade 
Students have successfully learned how to sing and play the piece “Come to Play”  music from our repertoire in 
Link-Up Concert Series. Students are given the opportunity to choose to sing along or play the basic recorder 
part with the performance.  Students are required to play notes A, B, G, C & D in these pieces. We are pleased at 
how well our learning of our repertoire is coming along. Or next challenge is to learn how to play “The Blue 
Danube” for this piece we need to learn three new notes, F#, E and D. 

Fifth graders  
The New Jersey Performance Standards for music frequently mandate the use of standard notation in the music 
education environment.  Iconic/graphic notation is an intermediate step, but literacy with standard music 
notation is the goal. Students in fifth grade are learning how to identify the lines and spaces on the treble clef 
staff.  We are also working on aurally identifying different pitches and pitch movement. 

Sixth graders  
 Students in 6th grade this month learned about the importance of music in a school setting.  Students discussed 
different school activities that engage us in music. We learned about school songs and discussed possible songs 
for WRIS that all students and staff would enjoy performing.   We discussed the importance music in school at 
events such as pep rally’s, concerts, musicals, graduation assemblies.  In groups students created cheers, and 
drum cadences and performed them for their peers!   

BAND 
Students have begun learning the music for the Spring Concert. We have had one highly successful band 
rehearsal so far this year.  Students listened to the new repertoire and shared their opinions on the pieces they 
will be required to play at the concert.  We had a read-through and an attempted play through for each piece as 
well.  All instrumental students are encouraged to sign up for WRIS Band Google Classroom code: fx5vjoz 

Library/Media – Diaz 

The Wood-Ridge Intermediate School library program consists of weekly scheduled classes for students in 
grades four through six. Students in these grades receive a library grade at the end of each marking period. 

Grades 4-6 library and digital literacy skills reinforced, along with digital media studies. Also at each level, 
research assignments are completed with an emphasis on curriculum connections in science, social studies, 
math and the arts.  These connections are made throughout the year by Ms. Diaz, working collaboratively with 
the classroom and subject area teachers. 
January 2019 started out with students turning the Media Center into a Makerspace Center. All grades designed 
and engineered different items. Grade 4 created pencil pouches out of duct tape, Grade 5 worked on Marble 
Madness and Grade 6 created functional shoes and present them.  
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Circulation Practices: 
Books can be returned every day during school hours. Children may check out books for a 2 week period with 2 
renewals allowed. We do not charge fines for overdue books. However, fines are charged for lost or damaged 
books. Our first overdue notice is sent home after 30 days, with a second notice following at 60 days. After 60 
days a third notice is issued, along with the replacement cost. Report cards will not be issued at the end of the 
year to students who have overdue books or unpaid assessments. 

Physical Education – Rella 

In Physical Education classes at WRIS, our students have been learning the game of Badminton. They learned 
how to execute basic skills, such as properly holding the racket, the ready position, the forehand, backhand, 
underhand and overhand shots, serving, and basic rules. In addition, they learned the importance of being safe 
and respecting the equipment while playing the game. Finally, they were able to apply the skills learned by 
participating in a round robin style tournament. 

Speech – Pittaro 

Speech-Language therapy took place in the classroom and speech-therapy room. Students participated in group 
and/or individual sessions which were tailored to each child’s individual needs.  This month focused on creating 
mindfulness in and outside the speech setting. Students learned new vocabulary words relating to being mindful 
such as, clarity, meditate, and zone. Students practice mindfulness through breathing activities and writing about 
their favorite things about winter that “warms their heart”. Students working on articulation practiced their 
sounds using mindfulness and winter themed words. Many fun games were played such as Quick Cups, Zap, 
and Jenga as a reinforcer for working hard in speech. Most of the goals worked on included mastering a 
particular sound such as /s/ /z/ /th/ /r/ /l/ /sh/and /ch/, increasing vocabulary, comprehension, and inferencing 
skills.  
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STEM Club – Oppido 

The fifth grade STEM Club members had their first meeting this month!  We met on January 23rd and January 
30th. The group was introduced to their first project. They were first shown a presentation I made of all 
different examples of what items can be made using just simple every day pieces of cardboard.  I then handed 
out pieces of blank paper to each group of two or each individual and asked them to try to sketch something 
they would like to recreate out of cardboard.  They were hesitant to draw their ideas at first, but after some 
discussion and coaxing, they willingly all complete my request.  When they were finished with that, it was GO 
TIME!  The cardboard boxes were all over the room and off they each went on making their creations.  Below 
are some pictures from our first two meetings.  
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Drama Club – Muscle 

The Drama Club met to discuss the new happenings within the club. We met on January 17th and 
January 30th to practice our play, My Son Pinocchio. Students listened to the Rehearsal CD and read their lines 
from the scripts. Students are working very hard on the production. Costume ideas were discussed. The advisor 
and Art Club advisor have been discussing sets and a possible fundraiser for the show.  

Choir Club – Manolakakis 

Club Activity - January – WR Jr/Sr HS – Vocal Ensemble 2018 

Meeting Date(s) - All Meetings are held in the WRIS Music Room on Wednesdays from 3pm – 3:45pm.   
○ January: 9, 16, 23, 30 

Agenda - Rehearsal:			
1/9/19 - 25 Students attended 
1/16/19 - 28 Students attended 
1/23/19 - 25 Students attended 
1/30/19 - 18 Students attended - Many had conflicts of Drama and Stem, but will come next time. 

All Rehearsals 
● Sign-In Sheet 
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● Basic Sight reading - How to look at music, symbols (notes/rests/staff/system) 
● Sing through songs 

○ This is Me 
○ Get Back Up Again 
○ The Greatest Showman 

Activities/Fund-Raisers/Field Trips - Working on planning a trip to see Shrek during the day for the 
Choir….Will touch base with Mr. Lisa and busing before sending in the Trip request form.  

Safety Patrol – Johnson 

As the holidays approached in the month of December, the Safety Patrol members decided that they would like 
to do something as a group.  We discussed various ideas and decided that we are going to send cards and letters 
to the troops.  We thought that this was one thing that we could do to help brighten their days and to let them 
know how much we appreciate their sacrifice and service.  We will be working on this activity at our next 
meetings. 
			

Art Club/Stage Crew -Carroll 

Meeting this month focused on collaboration with the WRIS drama Club.  The young artists have been working 
on the set, props, and costumes for the play My Son Pinocchio.  Students created fairy wings for costumes. 
 They also made  wooden planks 6 sided cubes for the set.  Students are learning about how art is used in theater 
and how size of images and bold colors are emphasized.  Agendas/how to-s were created for each project for 
students to use a a guide.  Students learned to work together to achieve a goal. 

Attendance: 
Tuesday January 8, 2019:  Grade 5:  13 students     Grade 6: 3 students 
Tuesday January 22, 2019:  Grade 4: 14 students 
 

As Stage Crew advisor I helped Mrs. Muscle with Drama Club auditions. 
Auditions were held on: 

• Thursday January 10, 2019 

Student Council - Negro 

January 10th: Meeting with all Student Council members 

• discuss January spirit day and change in pajama plans/ Pajama Program donations: change to March 
• Wacky/ Wonky Wednesday on January 30, 2019 
• complete team building puzzle challenge as mixed age groups 

Students in attendance: 11 
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January 17th: Meeting with all Student Council members 

• Discussed charity options for Wacky Wednesday (CHOP, Hackensack University Medical Center 
Pediatrics, JDRF, lung disease) 

• Create posters advertising Wacky Wednesday (1/30) 
• Recap meeting with Nu-Way 
• Discuss participation in “Souper-Bowl” (tabled-- consider another food drive in the spring) 

Students in attendance: 7 

Journalism – Diaz 

Attendance  

1/22/19 
● Autumn H 
● Nicholas M 
● Isabella C 
● Mikaela A 
● Danielle K 
● Carly H 
● Dean M 
● Franco M 
● Alasdair W 
● Brody J 
● Oliver J 
● Melissa N 
● Thomas G 

1/30/19 
● Oliver 
● Julian 
● Thomas 
● Carly 
● Alasdair 
● Brody 
● Mikaela 
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WRJRSRHS                                                                                                                                                          

English Department 

Pete Forman 
11th Grade Language Arts 
Students will be reading fictional works by Mark Twain in an effort to understand the fundamental principles of 
the narrative.  Twain's narratives will serve as a model for in class writing and group activities. From there, 
students will be working on the play The Crucible by Arthur Miller.  The aspects of American Drama and 
characterization will provide help to establish the answer to our essential question "What makes American 
literature American?" 
11th Grade Language Arts Honors 
In an honors extension, students will be working in collaborative groups to compare various memorable 
quotations from Mark Twain.  The outcome of this comparison will be a short paper highlighting Twain’s role in 
defining the “American Experience”. From there, students will be working on the novel Fahrenheit 451 
focusing on Bradbury's vision of what America would become in the future.  Honor’s students will incorporate 
their analysis into their Socratic group discussions and websites.   

Valerie Hunter 
English I 
In addition to preparing for and taking their midterm exam, students continued to work on drafts of their MLA 
research paper. Students also learned the persuasive techniques logos, ethos, and pathos, and analyzed their use 
in advertisements and editorials. They then read Martin Luther King, Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” speech while 
studying his use of rhetorical devices such as repetition, restatement, and analogy. 
English I Honors 
In addition to preparing for and taking their midterm exam, students continued to work on their MLA research 
papers by submitting and peer editing their rough drafts. Students also finished their unit on persuasion by 
analyzing persuasive techniques in editorials. Reading and textual analysis this month included Marjane 
Satrapi’s Persepolis and Martin Luther King, Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” speech.  

Rebecca Landes  
English Language Arts Grade 7 
Grade 7 Language Arts students finished reading The Westing Game--focusing on plot, characterization, point 
of view, and setting. The students are studying for their mid-term in this class. They have also learned new 
vocabulary from their reading, and defined and completed original sentences based on these words. Students 
also play “Quizlet Live” to study for their vocabulary quizzes. Assessments have included chapter quizzes, 
guided reading questions, small-group discussions, homework, and participation. The students also completed 
business letters that were aimed at schools or jobs they would like to be accepted for in the future. 
English Resource Grade 10 
The students have been working on weekly Wordly Wise vocabulary by completing exercises from the 
workbook. Students also play “Quizlet Live” to study for their vocabulary assessments. Grade 10 students have 
also just finished reading The Contender and they are studying for their mid-term on this book. They enjoyed 
creating colorful posters depicting a movie version of the book. English Assessments have included guided 
reading questions, quizzes, class participation, and homework. 
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English Resource Grade 11 
Grade 11 students finished reading The Contender by Robert Lipsyte and they are studying for their mid-term 
on this book. They enjoyed creating colorful posters depicting a movie version of the book. The students have 
also been working on weekly Wordly Wise vocabulary by completing exercises from the workbook. Students 
also play “Quizlet Live” to study for their vocabulary quizzes. Assessments have included guided reading 
questions, quizzes, class participation, and homework. 
Christine Green  
English IV AP 
Students are prepping for the May exam through timed testing and expanding their reading and analysis skills. 
They are taking timed testing in multiple choice and the reading sections. They have just completed the Greek 
play "Sophocles" in preparation for the May test. 
English IV College Prep 
Students are researching their topics for their Research Paper.  They are submitting their thesis statement for 
approval. 
They are studying the Romantic period in British literature. 
English IV  
Students are in the process of researching their Research paper topic.  They recently completed reading 
"Metamorphosis" by Kafka and will be continuing their independent reading selections. 

Melissa Papp 
English Language Arts, Grade 8 
During December, the eighth graders continued to study World War II, themes of survival, civilization versus 
savagery, and good versus evil in Golding’s Lord of the Flies.  In addition to text based writing tasks, students 
began to complete independent research projects where they seek to prove that Lord of the Flies is an accurate 
allegory, analyzing and applying a variety of sources to argumentative writing through Zaner-Bloser’s 
Strategies for Writers series.  Finally, they have continued to practice and apply new vocabulary into their daily 
writing. 
English Language Arts, Grade 8 Honors 
During December, the eighth grade honors students have continued their study of Lord of the Flies including 
themes of survival, civilization versus savagery, and good versus evil and are nearing completion of the unit.  In 
addition to text based writing tasks, students progressed toward completion of independent research projects 
where they seek to prove that Lord of the Flies is an accurate allegory, analyzing and applying a variety of 
sources to argumentative writing through Zaner-Bloser’s Strategies for Writers series.  Finally, they also have 
continued to practice and apply grammar and new vocabulary into their daily writing. 

Matthew Bogert 
English 7 
Throughout the month of January students continue to learn and discuss MLA formatting in preparation for their 
second research paper. . Students have completed their first novel The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin. Students 
continue to be tested on their knowledge of the novel and vocabulary used throughout. Students have begun 
reading the novel The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton. Students will continue to work on their reading comprehension 
and development of writing skills.  
English 7 Honors 
The Honors class has begun reading their second novel The  Westing Game by Ellen Raskin and are working in 
Literature Circles completing writing tasks for the novel. Students have also completed their second of three 
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dialectical journals for English class. Students will continue to develop their reading comprehension and their 
writing skills. The students will have three more novels to complete after The Westing Game including, The 
Outsiders, The Hobbit, and Night.  

Robert Berger 
Resource Grade 8 English B 
Students continued to work on their daily grammar edits in class. They also worked on Khan Academy for 
grammar lessons and assessment. Students continued working on the narrative topic: Historical episode. They 
researched a bit of background on the Russian Revolution to coincide with their main English class’ reading of 
Animal Farm. They wrote short narrative stories from the perspective of Russian citizens during the revolution’s 
activities. 

Lara Schmitt 
7th Grade English 
Resource Support Center 
The students came back from winter recess refreshed and ready to conquer their upcoming midterm 
examinations.  They have been practicing their “close reading” skills by annotating their mentor texts to 
uncover layers of meaning that deepen their comprehension.  The students have then used their annotations to 
aid in their generating ideas for their literary essays unit, providing evidence and explanations to prove their 
thesis statements. 
Although new to taking exams, the seventh graders proved themselves to be up for the challenge, as they were 
active participants in review activities and assignments that ultimately helped prepare them for their midterm 
exam and reinforced specific executive functioning skills, such as time management and study skills. 
We are looking forward to the second half of the school year and delving deeper into our literary elements 
reading and writing units! 
8th Grade English 
Resource Support Center 
The students came back from winter recess refreshed and ready to conquer their upcoming midterm 
examinations.  They concluded reading the final chapters of the novel, Animal Farm, providing text evidence, 
examples, and explanations to support their conclusions about what they have read. 
To further deepen their comprehension of the novel and its literary elements, the students also learned about the 
importance of persuasive language, specifically how the media and propaganda can be used for various 
purposes.  To do this they analyzed several examples of propaganda and actual photographs that Joseph Stalin 
had altered during his reign of terror to manipulate the Soviets as well as how the characters Napoleon and 
Squealer performed similar manipulation acts to persuade their animals to blindly follow their corrupt 
leadership. 
We are looking forward to the second half of the school year with freshmen year in our sights! 
English I 
Resource Support Center 
The English I students have been continuing to work on their cross-curricular research papers.  They have 
gathered a variety of credible sources, both digital and media, to use for their research.  The students created 
outlines for their paper then analyzed the difference between quoting, paraphrasing, and summarizing before 
composing fact cards about their topic using these three types of citation forms. 
The students are looking forward to tackling the second half of the 2018-2019 school year! 
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Eng. IV 
Resource Support Center 
After finishing the epic poem, Beowulf, and analyzing the origins of storytelling, the English IV British 
Literature students have been reading nonfiction articles that relate to themes from their text.  Furthermore, they 
participated in a class debate as well as created mock interview questions and answers as the characters.  They 
also translated Old English into modern day language, and wrote a narrative piece from the point-of-view of one 
of the antagonists, solidifying their understanding of multiple perspectives of the same event/situation. 
With their futures just a half a year away, the students are looking forward to reading Shakespeare’s Macbeth 
and finishing out their final year in high school strong! 

Kimberly Millar 
English II and English II (H) 
The English II classes have begun an interdisciplinary unit on the progression of women’s rights in America. 
 They started the thematic unit with Kate Chopin’s ironic short story, The Story of an Hour.  The Honors 
students are currently reading The Awakening, also by Chopin, and will then evaluate how each literary work is 
a representation of the society in which it was written.  The English II classes will also read feminist literature 
by Betty Friedan, Dorothy Parker, Paul Theroux, and Roald Dahl.  Students are in the process of gathering 
information to later developing individual thesis statements for their upcoming research papers and 
presentations. 

Kelly Manicone 
ESL 
This month, students learned about public speaking.  We discussed and demonstrated the qualities to 
demonstrate in a positive manner.  Students practiced and improved their clarity, volume, tone, eye contact and 
body language.  The students presented their informal speeches which described 5-10 activities they participated 
in over the long break.  Their next speech counted as their midterm and each student described the process and 
demonstrated how to do something.  Some students demonstrated how to cook specific ethnic dishes, another 
demonstrated how to dribble a basketball between her legs, others taught us how to tie a tie, or put on a whole 
face of makeup in 5 minutes.  The students’ presentations were interesting and entertaining because they 
remembered to use the positive qualities of public speaking.  

Math Department 

Gabe Ben-Nun 
Pre-Algebra 
Students will be able to use models to show their understanding of congruent and similar one and two-
dimensional figures. 
This chapter will provide a deeper understanding of the Pythagorean Theorem and its converse for students. 
They will apply the theorem to problems involving right triangles that model real world problems. They will 
also find distances and midpoints between two points. 
Algebra II 
The unit covers quadratic equations. Students learn to solve quadratic equations through factoring, square roots, 
completing the square, and the quadratic formula. Students are introduced to imaginary and complex numbers. 
They learn to perform arithmetic operations, graph, and solve quadratic equations with imaginary and complex 
solutions. 
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Marc Fazio 
Algebra 1 
Students completed the topic on Inequalities and Sets.  Students spent the end of the marking period preparing 
for their Midterm Exam. 
Geometry 
In January, Geometry students worked on Postulates and Theorem associated to congruent triangles.  Then, the 
students worked on proofs associated to congruent triangles. 
Business Math  
Graphs and Statistics related to salaries were the topics in January.  Students spend the end of the month 
constructing histograms, bar graphs and line graphs using online resources.  
College Math 
Students reviewed skills from Algebra 1 that included functions and linear equations.  Students spent the end of 
the marking period preparing for their Midterm Exam. 

Ryan Burger 
Math 7 
During the first week of classes we examined ratios and unit rates. During second week of classes we discussed 
proportions using cross product method and equivalent ratios. We also discussed congruent and similarity of 
figures, scale factors and scale drawings. During the third week of classes we discussed reviewed what was 
learned the previous two weeks and tested.  During the fourth week of classes we review what we learned up 
until this point of the year, Units: 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5. Also the students took the midterm.  

Lisa Ames  
Geometry 
We finished chapter 4 by applying isosceles and equilateral triangles in order to determine angle and side 
measures. We started chapter 7 which revolved around ratios, proportions, and right triangles. We began by 
applying ratios and proportions in cooperative groups and then discussing similar figures. In addition, students 
completed weekly Khan Academy lessons on topics we discussed in class and completing STAR testing at the 
end of the month.  
Geometry Honors 
We started chapter 7 which revolved around ratios, proportions, and right triangles. Students worked in 
cooperative groups to activate prior knowledge about ratios and proportions. We then applied these proportions 
to problems dealing with similar figures and used Google Forms to practice applying similar figures to real 
world applications. Lastly, students applied geometric means to similar right triangles and practiced simplifying 
square roots in their answers. We then worked on chapter 9 where students studied transformations - reflections, 
dilations, rotations, and dilations using their prior knowledge of the coordinate plane. Students completed 
weekly Khan Academy lessons aligned to what we were learning in class as well as STAR testing.  
AP Statistics  
January revolved around probability in our AP Statistics class. We started by reviewing basic probability 
concepts and how to determine if events are independent or dependent. We applied the addition rule and 
multiplication rule to various real world applications. Students then learned how to construct probability 
distributions and calculate expected values and variance/standard deviation of a probability distribution. 
Students completed MyMath assignments as well as Khan Academy lessons to supplement their instruction.  
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Statistics 
Students spent January studying probability including the basic types of probability and how to apply the 
addition and multiplication rules. We also looked at conditional probabilities and discussed how Venn Diagrams 
and tables can help us calculate them. Another probability topic we went over was the difference between 
independent and dependent events as well as mutually exclusive events. We continued our study of probability 
by learning about the differences between and/or probabilities in addition to permutations and combinations. 
Students completed questions on Khan Academy and MathXL to supplement what they learned in class.  

James Santangelo 
Calculus 
Students learned how to find the derivatives of trig function and applied this concept to simple harmonic 
motion.  They also learned how to use the chain rule so they could differentiate composite functions.  Moving 
forward, the students will look at implicit differentiation, as well as exponential and logarithmic derivatives. 
Algebra I 
Students finished a unit on inequalities and sets.  The students completed the second round of STAR testing as 
part of their growth tracking.  Students who increased their scaled score from the first round of STAR received 
extra credit on a quiz. 
Algebra I Honors 
Students completed a unit of study on linear functions and systems of equations.  They were assigned their 
second project of the year which involves the concept of data analysis and lines of best fit.  The students also 
completed the second round of STAR testing as part of their growth tracking.  In most cases, students who 
increased their scaled score from the first round of STAR received extra credit on a quiz. 

Robert Berger 
Resource Algebra I 
Students finished working on chapter 2: Equations: They finished with percents, percents of change, and 
working with ratios and proportions. They then continued to work through inequalities in chapter 3, adding and 
subtracting, using absolute value to solve inequalities and equations, multiplying and dividing, as well as multi 
step inequalities. Students continue to work on Khan Academy for remediation and review of skills. Students 
continue to take weekly pop Quizzes on review material to keep skills fresh. At the end of the month students 
reviewed and took a midterm examination to test their knowledge and skills at the midway point of the year.  
Resource Algebra II 
Students have continued to work on chapter 4 working with quadratics. They have learned to model with 
quadratics, simplify expressions with quadratics, use the vertex form, as well as factoring, foiling, and solving 
basic factored trinomials. Students continue to work on Khan Academy for remediation and review of skills. 
Students continue to take weekly pop Quizzes on review material to keep skills fresh. At the end of the month 
students reviewed and took a midterm examination to test their knowledge and skills at the midway point of the 
year.  

Steve Olsen 
Algebra 2 Honors 
Students completed unit E covering polynomial functions.  Students began Unit F covering analytical 
polynomial functions.  Concepts include graphing behavior of polynomial functions, zeros, roots, linear factors 
and solutions.  Students were formally tested with a mid unit quiz. 
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Pre-Calculus Honors 
Students completed unit G covering graphing sinusoidal functions.   Students began unit H covering 
trigonometric equations.  Concepts include solving trigonometric equations for multiple solutions, multiple 
angle and power reducing identities.  Students were formally tested with a mid unit quiz. 
Pre-Calculus CP 
Students completed unit F covering analytic trigonometry and verification of trigonometric identities. Students 
began unit G covering graphing trigonometric functions.  Concepts include transformations of period, 
amplitude, vertical and phase shifts.  Students were formally tested with a mid unit quiz. 
AP Computer Science Principles 
Students completed AP explore performance task by finding a computing innovation, creating a computational 
artifact and responding to various AP writing prompts. 

Alexis De Coma 
Resource Grade 7  
My 7th grade math class has been working hard on the main concepts on Chapter 4, ratios, rates, and 
proportions.  Students have been using unit rates to find the better buy while shopping for different items online. 
Students have also been working with similar figures and scale map drawings.  We will be wrapping up the 
month by completing a chapter test and starting a fun architectural project on scale drawings. 

Carla Linfante 
Resource Math 8  
Students in Resource Math 8 finished studying their unit on Functions. Students spent the month identifying if 
relationships are functions, deciphering between linear and nonlinear functions, evaluating function rules for 
given values, and interpreting real world graphs. Students finished the month up reviewing and taking their 
midterms. Next month, we will be focusing on linear functions.  
Resource Geometry  
This month students finished studying congruent triangles. Students spent the month identifying parts of 
congruent triangles, writing two-column proofs to prove triangles are congruent using SSS, SAS, ASA, AAS, 
and HL theorem, and finally proving that congruent parts of congruent triangles are congruent. Students took 
their second STAR test and midterm exams this month as well. Next month, we will be learning about similar 
triangles.  

Kristine Schoenig 
Math 8 
The 8th grade math classes learned how to find slope, identify the y-intercept, graph the equation of a line, and 
create the equation of a line given different parts of the line. Students then prepared for their midterms by 
working on a study guide in class. Students took their midterms during the last week of the month. 

Debra Beck  
Accounting  
The students learned how to use profitability and liquidity ratios to analyze the financial health of a business.  
The students completed a project using wave accounting to produce financial statements. They also learned 
about the banking procedures a business performs.  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Financial Literacy  
The students learned the fundamentals about creating an investment plan. They learned how to read a stock 
quote using different companies of their choice.  They learned about the different types of taxes and how to read 
a paycheck. The class learned about the different types of insurance that are mandatory and available.  
Stock Market  
The students learned about mutual funds.  They completed a project in which they created a mutual fund and 
reported on different careers in finance.  The class learned about the causes and consequences of the Financial 
Crisis of 2008. 

Science Department 

Doubravka Hausner 
Honors Chemistry 
In Honors Chemistry classes, students learned different ways how to illustrate the bonding of atoms. We talked 
about bonding of binary compounds and compounds with polyatomic ions. With students in honors class the 
nomenclature was more detail oriented. Each part of the unit was followed by a quiz.  
Students were then reviewing for their midterm exams. After midterm exams students will continue to bonding 
of covalent compounds.  
Chemistry 
In Chemistry classes, students learned different ways how to illustrate the bonding of atoms. We talked about 
bonding of binary compounds and compounds with polyatomic ions. Each part of the unit was followed by a 
quiz.  
Students were then reviewing for their midterm exams. After midterm exams students will continue to bonding 
of covalent compounds.  
Forensics 
In Forensics students learnt about trace evidence - hair, paint and soil. In this chapter students performed a hair 
lab activity when they were observing their hair and comparing it to other classmates hair. They then created a 
compare-contrast chart and explained how the hair can be used as an evidence at the crime scene and what 
methods are available for a hair analysis.  

Ted Colarusso 
Medical Terminology 
Students continue learning “The Language of Medicine.” Memorization, props, worksheets, reading X-ray, CT 
scans and videos of actual surgeries, each followed by class discussion are important to the classwork as always. 
Students expand their knowledge of medical language by expanding into body organ systems. They have just 
completed their work on chapters 5 and 6 which focus on the terminology, problems and functions of the human 
“Digestive System”. Discussion is a major part of the course. Students are using the terms in medical 
conversations as often as possible. Students continue to experience surgical procedures and be exposed to the 
language used by medical specialists. 
Anatomy & Physiology 
The Anatomy & Physiology students have completed the circulatory and respiratory systems, examining the 
anatomical structures of the myocardium wall, heart chambers, heart valves and major blood vessels, lungs, 
pharynx and larynx.  A heart and blood vessel group practicum was conducted in a cooperative setting. The 
culminating lesson of the unit was a lab experience where students were given the opportunity to learn how 
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blood pressure readings were taken, the proper technique in taking a reading, and using the stethoscopes to 
listen to the heart sounds during rest, relaxation and exercise. 

! ! !  
 

Biology / Honors Biology 
The Biology classes have completed their study of habitats, ecological niches, population growth and 
population dispersion patterns.  We have study the 3 types of population curves and related how birth, death, 
immigration and emigration allow for population growth, as well as genetic pool variations.  After midterm 
exams, we will begin the study of cellular reproduction and Mendelian genetics. 

! !  
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Kristen Larson 
Biology 
January was packed with project based analyses of all the biomes across the world.  Our students made 
incredible models that were created as a part of a multi-week Biology Engineering Design Challenge.  The 
students used their models to demonstrate a sustainable and effective solution to habitat fragmentation. Our 
students used the 3D printers and objects from around their house to create a habitat corridor.  The project also 
included a collaborative research component in which students reported on ecological niches, human impact, 
and biodiversity in each biome. Additionally, students were able to build on their understanding of biomes 
during an analysis of Planet Earth II’s documentary series covering Islands, Cities, Mountains, Deserts, and 
Jungles. 
Science 7 
Mid-terms wrapped up this month in Science 7.  We finished up an interesting unit on learning behaviors and 
plant tropisms.  Our students then explored the major topic of metabolism while expanding on their 
understanding of cellular respiration and photosynthesis. Next month, many of our students will be heading off 
to Stokes which we will use as an opportunity for students to start their examination of ecosystems and 
communities.  

Jacqueline Sanzari 
8th Grade Physical Science 
During the month of January, students in the 8th grade focused on the study of Thermal Energy.  The eighth 
graders focused on the topics of heat transfer, types of thermal energy and materials that are used as conductors 
and insulators.  Using an online Gizmo, students explored how heat is transferred from the Sun to different 
surfaces on the Earth.  Additionally, they designed and tested how different materials conduct heat.  The last 
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week of January focused on preparing for midterms using a variety of study skills and methods. 

!  

7th Grade Life Science Honors 
During the month of January, students in the 7th grade began the study of Ecosystems.  Students focused on the 
interactions between living and nonliving things in an ecosystem and how these interactions affect resource 
availability.  Using video clips and online interactives students explored how Yellowstone Park’s dynamics 
changed when wolves were removed from the forest environment and how limiting factors changed squirrel 
populations.  The study of ecosystems continued with a focus on energy flows.  As a hands-on activity students 
dissected owl pellets and created energy pyramids based on the owl’s diet.  The last week of January focused on 
preparing for midterms using a variety of study skills and methods.   
 

!  

Keri Parry  
Physics, Chemistry, Tech. Ed, Natural Disasters  
In physics, students answered the essential questions of physics for chapter 3  that connects tension force, mass, 
and acceleration in a circle through whole class demonstrations, drawing free body diagrams in a graphic 
organizer, and solving problems. The Tech Ed students demonstrated understanding about how to use Google 
Sheets through applied, real-world-based projects and shared their learning through a self-made tutorial 
presentation. The students also created Google sites about the Wood-Ridge community. Chemistry learned in-
depth trends of how atoms are grouped and ionic compounds are formed using the periodic table graphic 

Superintendent’s Monthly Report 
January, 2019 

!61



organizers, interactive formative/practice questions, and a virtual lab. Finally, Natural Disasters answered 
essential questions about droughts by analyzing NJ drought records from the past 2 years, and learned about 
wildfires with current events of the California Camp fire.  

Physics jigsaw student work solving for circular acceleration or velocity for motion going around in a circle

! !  
 
 
Jigsaw student work doing problems for Ionic compound names in chemistry  

!  
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!  
Google Forms Cool-down for Natural Disasters on Google Sheets  

Student-created Google site home page from Tech. Ed. 08  

Jonathan Hassinger 
Physics and Physics Honors 
In Physics we concluded our study of Uniform Circular Motion. We will next be studying Work and Energy and 
then Momentum. In Physics Honors students finished their Penny Launcher projects and concluded Momentum. 
Both sections also had a review for the Midterm. 
AP Physics 
Students have concluded their study of Simple Harmonic Motion. Students also started studying sinusoidal 
motion, sound waves, and optical waves as well as interference and diffraction of simple and complex wave 
patterns. 

Social Studies 

Gianna Catalano 
US History I 
The class continued with the unit of Reconstruction and Westernization. Students completed a unit test, which 
assessed their ability to read and understand documents as well as their knowledge of the era of Reconstruction 
and Westernization. The class then started a new unit on the Industrial Age and Gilded Age. Students kicked off 
the unit by researching specific inventions of the time period and the impact of that invention on their lives 
today. Students then began learning about the Railroad industry and certain business tycoons of the time period. 
The class then watched the Wizard of Oz and will have to write an explanatory essay describing how the movie 
represents the time period of the Gilded Age and Populism.  

World History  
The students started with a new unit on the French Revolution. The class started out the unit by finding out what 
prior knowledge they had on the topic. Throughout the unit students looked closely at different primary sources, 
specifically the Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen. They also completed a timeline activity allowing 
them to understand each phase of the French Revolution. Students watch a history channel video on the French 
Revolution, which provided a visual in order to get a deeper understanding of the time period. The class then 
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compared the French Revolution to other revolutions of the time period, specifically the American Revolution. 
From the French Revolution the class then discussed Napoleon Bonaparte and what led to his rise to power and 
eventually his demise. Students then began to review for their midterm exam.  
Unsolved Mysteries in History  
The class has continued to research and discover different mysteries in history. The students started a new unit 
on Amelia Earhart and her disappearance. The class had to explore different theories surrounding the mystery, 
trying to figure out what really happened to Amelia Earhart. Students were assessed by writing a research paper 
surrounding the topic of Amelia. Next, the class explored the assassination of JFK. Students had to look at the 
evidence surrounding the person convicted of the crime and decide if they believe Lee Harvey Oswald did it or 
not. The class also explored other options of who could have committed the crime or if there were any 
accomplices involved. Students have also completed their research papers on this topic. Students have started 
their final projects in which they get to choose any mystery they want, they will have to investigate it and come 
up with a hypothesis on what they think actually happened. They will be creating a presentation that they will 
present to the class in partners.  

Stephanie Gaven 
US History I Honors 
USI Honors students spent January collaboratively analyzing government policies and other factors that 
promoted innovation, entrepreneurship, and industrialization in New Jersey and the United States.  They orally 
presented about the inventions or developments of the turn-of-the century that changed our lives forever.  We 
are ending the month with a persuasive DBQ essay that asks us to determine if Andrew Carnegie should be 
considered a hero.     
US I History 
We also had a meaningful month as we analyzed how the Industrial Revolution of the late 1800’s impacted 
American businesses and workers.   They orally presented about the inventions or developments of the turn-of-
the century that changed our lives forever.  We are ending the month preparing for midterm exams.   
Sociology 
In January we finished our study of crime, deviance and prejudice and then moved on to our unit on gender, 
family and marriage. We analyzed advertisements that “objectify” a man or a woman. Students finished up the 
course as they completed their Changes in Societal Viewpoints portfolio. Throughout the semester they 
interviewed three different people from different generations about three “Central Questions” or “Central 
Issues” based on topics covered throughout the semester.   
Public Speaking and Debate  
In January students finished the course as they prepared affirmative and negative cases for a formal final debate 
about a controversial issue.  Debate requires a thorough amount of research in order to prepare for proper 
presentation of ideas and anticipate the arguments of the opposing side and they did this splendidly.    

Victor Minnocci  
AP US History  
The class began the month exploring the Grant administration. Topics included the corruption and reforms in 
the post-Civil War Era, the depression of the 1870’s and political parties and partisans, the Compromise of 1877 
and the end of Reconstruction. This led into the railroad boom and early efforts at government regulations and 
the rise of the cities, the labor class and the rise of trade unions. Also, the conquest of the Indians and the 
mining and cattle frontiers, the sources of American expansion, the Hawaii question and the Spanish American 
War. After midterms the class will be exploring the Progressive Movement. 
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Honors U.S. History II  
The class began the month completing the chapter on WWII. This led into the Cold War, Postwar prosperity the 
administration of President Truman, the origins of the Cold War. Who was to blame for the Cold War?  The 
U.N. and the postwar world. Communism and containment, the Truman Doctrine, the Marshall Plan and Nato, 
the Berlin Airlift, Revolution in China, and the arms race, anti-communist activities at home, McCathyism and 
the Korean War. After midterms the class will be exploring the 1950s. 
Current Issues   
The classes investigated current events nationally and internationally. Topics included the Trump 
administration. The ongoing government shutdown and the positons each party is taking, the stock market ups 
and downs and the reasons for such, the global terrorist threat and the continuing problems in the Middle East, 
Trump and the Federal Court nominees. The Supreme Court rules against Trans-genders in the military. The 
State of the Union Address postponed. 

Steve Schneidman 
Social Studies 8th Grade Honors  
They have finished the chapter on westward expansion. Topics in this chapter include, the Texas revolution, the 
Mexican American War, and the California Gold Rush.  
They have begun the chapter on the Industrial Revolution, which starts with why the need there was a need for 
industry. 
They did a research project on the growth of certain industries from the time of the industrial revolution to 
present day. It was a group project, followed by a power point presentation. 
Social Studies 8th Grade 
They finished the chapter on westward expansion. Topics included the reasons why Americans began to settle 
on the west coast, the Mormons, the Alamo, and the Mexican American War, the California gold rush. 
Social Studies 7th Grade  
The class finished a document based question on the travels of Ferdinand Magellan, by writing a one page essay 
using the documents as evidence to back up the students answer to the question. Was Magellan worth 
defending? 
They also finished the chapter on the English colonies, which included the topics, Jamestown, Bacon’s 
rebellion, the colonization of the 13 colonies, the pilgrims, the French and Indian War, the Boston Massacre, 
and the Boston Tea Party which we lead us to the American Revolution. 

Mallory Garvin 
World History and World History Honors 
January was a very quick month in World History and World History Honors, and an abrupt start to a new year. 
Research papers, midterms and the French Revolution kept the students very busy! We were able to cover the 
dynamic and explosive French Revolution and compare it to the French revolution focusing on the main 
question: When if  Ever is Violence Justified? 
The students did an excellent job on their research papers and Ms. Garvin is learning a great deal from these 
papers. Covering topics such as the 1972 Olympic Massacre, Marie Antoinette, and Jesse Owens at the Nazi 
Olympics, the students were able to delve into different periods of history and explore topics they found 
interesting Moving on to the second half of the year the excitement will only rise as we approach the Great Wars 
in Europe.  
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AP United States Government and Politics 
The highlight of AP Government for the first half of the year was our field trip to the Bergen County 
Courthouse on January 18th. We were able to sit in on closing statements of the trial of Roberto Rivera for 
illegal gun possession. This was a retrial and Mr. Rivera was representing himself as a pro se. We watched as 
Mr. Rivera gave his final statement to the jury to explain his defense that the guns he was in possession of were 
not prohibited. The prosecutor, Mr. Tory, explained to the jury his position that this type of firearms is 
prohibited is irrelevant because firearms without a license are all prohibited. Honorable Judge Kazlau, came up 
to us and spoke with us before the trial explaining all of the procedures. He spoke with us about how the county 
court operates and the importance of serving on a jury when you are called to do so. As the closing statements 
began Judge Kazlau invited us up to the front of the courtroom to have a better view of the courtroom.  

After hearing the closing statements Ms. Windy Bernier then explained more about what we had just seen in the 
closing statements in addition to giving us a tour of the courthouse in addition to the old jail. We were able to 
see the jail that was closed in 1977 after being deemed inhumane. This was a wonderful experience and all of 
us, including Ms. Garvin were captivated by the trial proceedings.  

Kimberly Forsyth 
7th Grade Social Studies 
This month in Social Studies we introduced the beginning of early colonial settlement in Jamestown, Virginia 
and Plymouth, Massachusetts.  Students learned about European men and women who left their homes in search 
of adventure and a fresh start in America.  They explored the struggles that settlers faced as they experienced 
their first winter in an unforgiving landscape as well as the triumphs when colonists formed successful alliances 
with friendly Native American cultures.  We look forward to upcoming sections where colonists develop their 
simple settlements into organized states with a formal structure of government. 
U.S. History II 
This month we explored the final battles of WWII and how the Allied and Axis powers faired in the post-war 
years.  Students analyzed the decisions that world leaders had to make and how they impacted the economies, 
citizens, and forms of governments moving forward.  We also made connections between actions taken by 
Allied and Axis powers and future world events. 

Music Department 

Melissa Manolakakis 
Choir - All Classes were wrapping up the marking period together with the same project assessments.  This 
month students recapped in the 1st week of the concert review by writing an essay on their reflection of the 
concert.  Student who missed the concert had an alternate assignment.  The Holiday Concert was a wonderful 
evening and the student’s expectations were blown away.  The audience and our students had a great time.  Our 
in school and evening concerts were a huge success by the measure of the audience involvement.  We hope to 
continue the positivity!  We are also working on our sight singing of rhythm and melody exercises.  We have 
even progressed to reading 4 part solfege sight-singing and modulating 4 half steps at the end of each exercise 
while still singing in 4 parts simultaneously.  So proud of all my classes.  For sectionals we are all working on 
the songs for a Carnegie Hall Concert.  All are college level pieces and everyone is doing wonderful.      

On 1/4/19 we attended It was very special and we had great seats!  Here is the link to the pictures and video of 
the orchestra warming up.  https://photos.app.goo.gl/EApnY6pnVUwyZxdx7 
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Musical Theater:  For this month we worked on understanding your character’s “world view”.  They then 
created skits with a better understanding of their character, which enabled them to act with better authenticity.   
Glee Club has the opportunity to participate in Carnegie Hall National Chorus - 3/18/19 

Band 
Toni Baumgartner 

American Popular Music  
• Artists that performed after the Great Depression 

• Bessie Smith 
• Woody Guthrie 
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• The Carter Family 
• Xavier Cugat 
• The Swing Era - Big Bands & their leaders 

▪ Glenn Miller 
▪ Gene Krupa 
▪ Benny Goodman 
▪ Tommy Dorsey 
▪ Duke Ellington 

• Early Rhythm & Blues 
• Early Rock and Rollers 

• Chuck Berry 
• Little Richard 
• Fats Domino 
• And more 

Middle School Band Class 
• Reflect upon the Holiday Concert 
• Keeping a steady beat 
• Warm ups 
• Setting up instruments and getting ready for rehearsal in a timely fashion 
• Cousin Louie 
• Flamenco Fantasy 
• Selections from Method Book 

High School Band Class 
• Reflect upon the Holiday Concert 
• Keeping a steady beat 
• Warm ups 
• Setting up instruments and getting ready for rehearsal in a timely fashion 
• Building scales 

o Blues 
o Major, Minor, Chromatic 

• Songs 
o New World Symphony 

Music Technology 
• Podcasting - interviews 
• Microphones - create slide presentations 

Physical Education 
Joseph Vaccaro 
Grade 7 Physical Education 
Students continued with class in the Fitness center.  Students have also been required to maintain their logs 
based on each exercise they completed for each day.  Students are always reminded on how to manage their 
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workout routines, exercise safely and with spotter/partner, they are also given lessons to understand the 
importance of these exercise in relation to lifelong fitness.  In addition, we added a regular cardio vascular 
workout day to the weekly schedule.  On these days each student is responsible for maintaining a certain Heart 
Rate for the duration of the exercise.  After each cardio day, we proceed to stretch as a class.  
Grade 8 Physical Education  
Students continued with class in the Fitness center.  Students have also been required to maintain their logs 
based on each exercise they completed for each day.  Students are always reminded on how to manage their 
workout routines, exercise safely and with spotter/partner, they are also given lessons to understand the 
importance of these exercise in relation to lifelong fitness.  In addition, we added a regular cardio vascular 
workout day to the weekly schedule.  On these days each student is responsible for maintaining a certain Heart 
Rate for the duration of the exercise.  After each cardio day, we proceed to stretch as a class.  
Grade 10 Driver’s Education 
Students are continuing to prepare for the NJ State Permit Exam, for the month students have completed 
chapters 6-10 in the book and taken 2 additional tests for the month.  Students have been completing Current 
event assignments in order to be aware of any law changes to the NJ Driving System, we have also used current 
events to evaluate ways to handle adverse driving situations should they occur.  As a class we are right on track 
and prepared for the State Permit Exam. Students have taken the State exam on January 23rd.   
Grade 12 Physical Education 
Students continued with class in the Fitness center.  Students have also been required to maintain their logs 
based on each exercise they completed for each day.  Students are always reminded on how to manage their 
workout routines, exercise safely and with spotter/partner, they are also given lessons to understand the 
importance of these exercise in relation to lifelong fitness.  In addition, we added a regular cardio vascular 
workout day to the weekly schedule.  On these days each student is responsible for maintaining a certain Heart 
Rate for the duration of the exercise.  After each cardio day, we proceed to stretch as a class.   

Lucia DiNapoli 
Physical Education 
Physical Education classes continue to work towards their ideal fitness levels through our weekly rotational 
program between the Weight Room, Target Heart Rate training and activities.  We also engaged in tournament 
games of Speedball and Basketball.  
Health 11: 
Our Juniors have wrapped up the Marking Period with the discussing Pregnancy, Childbirth, Contraception and 
STD’s. We discussed the stages of pregnancy, the development of a baby from conception to birth and the 
students watched the video pertaining to the subject.  For our final project, the students will create a spreadsheet 
and a power-point presentation on the various STD’s.   
Health 12: 
The Seniors have discussed and researched the different types of First Aid Procedures and presented to the class 
on the following topics: 

• Sudden Illness 
• Injuries to Muscles, Bones & Joints 
• Severe Bleeding 
• Hot & Cold Emergencies 
• Burns 
• Splinting  
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Chris Lange  
8th Grade - Physical Education 
The students learned how to develop a fitness plan. Students learned Weight training using machines and free 
weights. Students learned cardio workouts and how to monitor their target Heart Rate Zone. Students performed 
dynamic warm up/flexibility exercises. Students learned core training and how to incorporate stability balls and 
additional training equipment into their workouts.  Students are able to choose an activity on non-Fitness Days. 
These include archery, badminton, speedball and football. Students were instructed in rules, fundamentals and 
techniques pertaining to each activity.    
10th Grade Driver Education  
The students learned Drinking drugs and health related issues. Students learned how to share the road with 
others, driver privileges and penalties.  Students reviewed for the New Jersey State driver's test and then took 
the State test. Guest speaker Roz Thompson from AAA North Jersey spoke to the students on distracted driving.  
12th Grade Health Education 
Students learned how to administer breathing emergencies. Students learned how to address conscious choking 
for adult, child and infant and how to administer to unconscious adult and infant. Students learn how to treat 
heat related illnesses and cold related emergencies. Students learned how to treat environmental emergencies 
including bites and stings, poisonous plants and lightning.  Students learned how to deal with soft tissue injuries 
including wounds, burns and fractures.  

9th Grade Physical Education 
Students learned how to develop a fitness plan.  Students learned weight training using the machines and free 
weights.  Students learned cardio workouts and how to monitor their target heart rate zones while running for 20 
minutes. Students performed dynamic warm up flexibility exercises.  Students also learned  core training and 
how to incorporate stability balls and additional training equipment into their workouts. Students are able to 
choose an activity on non-Fitness days.  These include archery, badminton, speedball and football.  Students 
were instructed in rules, fundamentals and techniques pertaining to each activity.  
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Andrea Marino 
Grades 8 and 9 Physical Education 
My PE classes, are participating in REC GAMES.  These games have included the following, Steal the 
Football, Crazy Kickball, One-Pitch wiffle ball, Newcomb/Volleyball, and Knock the pin/ball, Crazy Man.  All 
activities allow maximum participation for the students and also give a variety of skills for them to use. 
Grade 9 Health 
Students have learned about the following topics through class discussion, movies and projects: 
Acceptance  
Suicide 
STD’s/ Abstinence 
Forgiveness/Empathy 

Joseph Belger 
Physical Education Grade 7  
In PE7, we start each class with a dynamic warm up or mini-game that engages all students.  From there we 
incorporated three main activities on a rotation including weight room, indoor soccer and basketball mini-
games.  Students are taken downstairs for weight room at least once a week, students interested in soccer or 
basketball will split the gym and I organize teams to rotate after a certain amount of points earned.  Students are 
given choice based options to choose which activity they would like to participate in and we split up the gym 
space/weight room in order to ensure that the majority of students are engaged in physical activity for as long as 
possible during a 57 minute class period.  Soccer usually has 2-3 teams with 5-7 students per team.  Basketball 
usually has a half court game 3v3, 44 or 5v5, while other lower level basketball players will work on mini-drills 
and culminate with a knock-out type game.   
    
Sean Rutherford 
TV Production 
This month students wrapped up with Creating TV Show Introductions using theme songs from the 80s and 90s. 
 Other groups filmed Blue Devil News.  Students had never heard of some of the TV Show Theme songs I gave 
them.  They laughed at things like “The Wonder Years” or “Perfect Strangers” (both of which were shows I 
loved growing up).  They knew more of the 90s TV Show Theme songs like Friends and the Fresh Prince of Bel 
Air.  For the news segment, students had a general news portion, which announced meetings for clubs and 
upcoming events.  It also included a sports segment and a weather segment.  The student utilized the green 
screen and created their own backdrops in post-production.   
Students picked their own groups and had to submit a copy of their topic for approval.  Once approved, students 
had to submit a storyboard which outlined their plans for shooting their video.  Students were then free to film 
their video in and out of school.  Out of school filming required students to sign out equipment, but doing so 
allows for location shots.  Students then used the MacBooks to edit their videos.   
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Top Left: Eric and Ryan are the news anchors. 
Rop Right: Jake is giving the news report 
Bottom Center: Amir is providing us with the weather. 
Each of the background are superimposed in post-production and editing.  While filming students sit or stand in 
front of the green screen.  Amir’s was the toughest, so we shot a practice run and used tape on the wall just out 
of the shot to indicate where each day way to give him a place to point to. 

The students thoroughly enjoyed filming the news and we’re trying to figure out a way to make it a regular 
thing.  The rotating schedule makes it tough since I don’t have their first thing in the morning each day. 

!  
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Web 2.0: 
Students finished up the course by implementing lessons learned from each topic they learned.  The culminating 
project was a video debate.  Students had to select a topic (which I needed to approve) and create a debate on 
camera.  They had to establish their points with actuals facts and data.  After they debated, they were allowed to 
interview other students and staff on the topics.  Some topics chosen were attending school year-round, similar 
to the southern states.  Others debated the woman’s right to choose, gender bias, integrating LGBTQ into 
schools and military, or what basketball team was going to win the championship this year. 

Students uploaded these videos to their school YouTube accounts and posted them into their blogs. 

! !  
Images above: Taken from the Woman’s Right to  Choose video.  Students played the role of pregnant women, 
doctors, parents, and ‘everyday citizens’ were interviewed. 

World Language 
Angela Daniele 
Spanish I 

• Wrote and presented Weather Forecast for assigned Spanish-Speaking country that included Greeting, 
Forecast, and Closing vocabulary 

• Learned how to tell time 
• Reviewed and prepared for Mid Term Examination  

Spanish II 

• Had daily vocabulary word drills 
• Wrote paragraphs on theme vocabulary 
• Wrote dialogs on current theme vocabulary and presented orally 
• Learned how to express after-school activities and use in conversation in a dialog 
• Learned how to express the Affirmative – Negative  
• Learned how to express how long you have been doing an activity/action 
• Learned how to make and express comparisons 
• Reviewed and prepared for Mid Term Examination  
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Joseph Mojkowski 
Spanish II  

• assignments related to extracurricular activities theme 
• built off of knowledge of adjective agreement to compare activities 
• compared and contrasted the verbs conocer and saber 
• built off of knowledge of present tense verbs to now use hace w/ time expressions to say how long we 

have been doing things for 
Spanish III 

• introduced commands first when addressing one person and then when addressing multiple people 
• reviewed object pronouns / use and placement / compared and contrasted placement with affirmative 

and negative commands 
• assignments related to nutrition/healthy living theme 

Spanish IV 
• Investigation into different usages of the subjunctive mood in Spanish and how to distinguish between 

when to use different subjunctive and indicative tenses focusing adjective clauses and whether referring 
to a defined, definite subject or an undefined, hypothetical subject 

• Incorporation of more conjunctions that necessitate the use of subjunctive tenses 
• Environmental conservation projects and dioramas 

Spanish AP 
• Completed mock listening, reading and writing samples from the AP test  
• introduced the format for the presentational writing section and began outlining how to approach both 

the reading and listening sources 

Tess Iannacco 
Italian I 
These classes learned about popular leisure activities in Italy. Italian families love to go to the seashore, in the 
mountains and take long walks in nature. They also love to go to the cinema. Students learned about the respect 
the Italian society has for nature and we compared/contrast our life here in the US with theirs. We watched the 
film “Pinocchio” and created a scenic project.  We are beginning to learn the grammatical structure of -are  
verbs and begun to learn  the irregular verbs “andare, dare, fare and stare. These classes also reviewed for Mid-
term exams scheduled this month. 
Italian II 
This class learned vocabulary related to technology and its use within the Italian society. We further explored 
and compared technology use here in the US compared to that of Italy. We learned new proverbs “Rosso di sera, 
bel tempo si spera” and “Ride bene chi ride ultimo” and researched the meaning of the word “proverb” and its 
origin. We watched a video filmed in Italy entirely in Italian and followed up with verbal/written activities to 
reinforce understanding/comprehension. We learned idiomatic expressions such as: “Posso farcela lo stesso”, 
“Ti devo un favore”, “Che ne pensi?” “Che cosa vil dire?” “Sbrigati!”, “Va bene”, “Ci penso io”, “Sei un 
genio!”.  Students also learned the abbreviated words used in instant messaging in Italy such as ASP, BAC8, 
KE, C6 STAS? XCHE’, TVB, TA. For the grammatical structure, we learned the modal verbs of Dovere, Potere, 
and Volere. We started learning the irregular verbs “Dire, Uscire, Venire and disjunctive pronouns”. We also 
reviewed for the mid-term scheduled for the end of the month.  
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Italian III 
This class begun the thematic units of household chores and appliance. Our objective is to learn grammar that 
will enable the students to express themselves verbally/written using the new vocabulary related to this theme. 
Students learned how to pronounce and to maintain the sounds of c and g. We learned  proverbs such as: “Casa 
sporca gente aspetta” and “Casa mia, casa mia, per piccina che tu sia, tu mi sembri una badia.”  We looked for 
proverbs in English to find relations between the two languages. We watched a video entirely in Italian 
regarding house chores. We learned  the idiomatic expressions: “ Le tue sono tutte chiacchiere, Mi sento a casa, 
E’ a suo agio, etc.” 
We learned  how the Italian society, specifically within the nucleus of a family, how chores are assigned within 
each member and how it differs from our own society here in the States. We learned about social etiquette 
regarding celebration of  important occasions such as a wedding, the birth of a child, a simple birthday. What to 
bring and not to bring to the host. We also learned the culture of “coffee”  that started in Italy in the early  
1920’s. To link our vocabulary and culture we learned the structure of the informal imperative, the formal 
imperative and time expressions. Finally, we reviewed for the mid term exam. 
Italian  
Italian IV 
These classes continued to explore the thematic units covered in the AP exam. 1) Vita contemporanea: 1.1 Le 
citta’ Italiane fra tradizione e modernita’. 1.2 La Cucina Italiana 1.3 La geografia umana della penisola italiana. 
1.5 Per concludere: Conversiamo e Scriviamo!.  This content is published by Wellesley and available on their 
server EDX for  gratis, for tutorial purposes. We will continue with “Identita’ pubblica e privata" next month in 
preparation of the AP Exam.  

Students in the Italian Club and the Italian Honor Society enjoyed learning how to play the indigenous game  of  
“La Tombola!” while sipping tea and other traditional desserts. We made stocking for “La Befana” to fill with 
goodies or coal. Of course, we also learned about the Holiday celebrated in Italy on January 6th, called the 
“Epifania” which coincides with the coming of “La Befana" for children.  

!  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Catherine Bethon  
Introduction to Art  
The final project for semester one of Intro to Art was a 3-dimensional artwork that could be observed in the 
round.  Students used inspiration from their personal life, social issues, or pop culture to create their statement 
and build from there.  After student-teacher conferences the young artists collected various materials from in 
and out of the classroom.  There was plenty of failure that needed to be reevaluated in order to move forward, 
yet the young artists prevailed and not only amazed themselves but their classmates as well. 

! ! !  
 
 
Graphic Design  

Over the course many students have created work they will use for portfolios.  We spent time in class reviewing 
how to create, display, and manage a working portfolio.  Students were able to print work from our large poster 
printer and compile their best pieces.  This procedure for portfolios goes beyond just graphic design but also to 
other fields of work for the use as a self-marketing tool. 
Drawing   
Inspired by the works of Ai WeiWei, Barbara Kruger, Bansky, and Shepard Fairey the Drawing students are 
creating political/social art.  This genre of art is about movements, issues, and causes that artists care about and 
want to make an impact for change.  Now a days political images weigh heavy in the youth culture.  Most often 
the youth of today don’t realize how much art they see everyday and subconsciously how it plays a role in what 
they say, think, and act.  This is a good teaching opportunity for us to listen to each other as classmates and take 
the time to learn a bit more about the world outside of Wood-Ridge.  After several conferences with the teacher, 
students are in the second phase of composing their compositions.  Students are creating with a medium of their 
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choosing.  Topics being used are immigration, mental health, pay gap, and child abuse. As a working artist 
myself, I’m impressed with the students’ ability to speak openly about their opinion and collaborate with me on 
morphing their message  
into imagery. 

! ! !  
 
 
 
 

!  

Art 8  
POP!  Our current project is based off the bold art movement called Pop Art, specifically Roy Lichtenstein and 
Andy Warhol.  We’ve been working on linoleum printmaking for the background of our Pop Art self-portraits.  
Students are cutting images inspired from Andy Warhol’s theme of using corporate images that influence 
society to buy their products.  This section of art explore switched up their self-portraits by hand drawing the 
contour lines and filling in their faced with marker and ben-day dots.  Finally, we are creating a text for the 
portrait in similar fashion to a comic book bubble. Truly remarkable work from this grade! 

Media Center 
Eileen Layman 
The Wood-Ridge Jr/Sr High School Media Center is an active, participating member in the Bergen County 
Educational Library Systems. (BELS). Students have the ability to borrow books from any of the participating 
school libraries.  

CIRCULATION: 
Books:  102 
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Interlibrary loans 
 Borrowed: 6 books 

Students have been using the Media Center before and after school and between class periods.  
Students are now able to use the Media Center during their lunch periods 

Media Skills Class - Grade 7 - Marking Period 2 
21St Century Media Skills commences with the end of Semester 1.   Students have worked on subscription 
databases. Students have worked with ProQuest researching journal and newspaper articles about clean water in 
Africa. Students were able to link the story with the countries in Africa, that were researched for the 
CultureGrams presentations.   
Students read MLK and Jackie Robinson articles from READWorks.org. The articles were letters both men 
wrote about Civil Rights in the late 1950s and 1960s.  

Maker Activities - Students worked with original designs. Others created MAP art by cutting old Atlases into 
places they wish to visit. Others used pens and pencils for logo designs.  Students learned the fundamentals of 
shape and space. The students then  
created 2 1/4” button art,  with a button maker and shape cutter, borrowed from the BELS  
Consortium. 

Culinary 

Alyssa Bullaro 
International Cuisine 
Culinary Arts I 
As the class came to a close, students finished studying meat by presenting their group projects to the class. 
They then had the opportunity to prepare chicken alfredo in the kitchen. For the next topic, students learned 
about fruits & vegetables, including but not limited to how to purchase in the store, types that are available to 
us, classification, storage and preparation and even nutritional content. They then prepared potato pancakes, cut 
and ate fresh fruit, and prepared for their final exam.  
International Cuisine 
As the class came to a close, students finished studying Asia (Japan + China) and Latin America (Mexico + 
Spain). They prepared various dishes in the kitchen including churros, empanadas, sushi and general tso’s 
chicken. For their final project, students selected and researched a country not covered in class. They then had 
to individually prepare a powerpoint presentation on the country and its cuisine, as well as prepare a dish from 
that country.  
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Guidance Department 
The guidance office is off to a fast and busy new year. Ms. Tenore and Mr. Rowley are underway with their 
junior college and career conferences. Students and parents are thoroughly excited about getting their college 
and career search underway, while understanding how to utilize Naviance, register for upcoming standardized 
tests, and setting up spring and summer college visits at prospective schools.  

For our current seniors, we are happy to announce that in the month of January, we had Bergen Community 
College, Bloomfield College and Stockton University here for instant decision days.  

We are also excited to have Mrs. Paniagua back. Mrs. Paniagua has been accepting current applications for the 
academy of Arts and Sciences as well as applications for the Culinary Institute. We are looking forward to 
meeting all of the applicants through the interview process coming up in February.   

On January 10, 2019, we had the privilege of welcoming back Tim Shoemaker, Ramsey Police Officer and 
speaker.  He presented his new presentation called “Vaping.  What’s in the mist? to our district-wide parents as 
well as parents from Hasbrouck Heights.  It was a great and extremely informative evening.  

!  
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Athletics 

Boys Basketball  

The boys basketball season got off to an amazing start, as we upset league favorite (currently in first place at 
10-1) Paterson Charter.   Down the entire game, the boys kept playing hard and never gave up, eventually taking 
the lead with one second left on a basket made by senior captain Lirak Hasangjekaj.  The team then won their 
next 3 games setting up a matchup with Dumont HS in the championship of the Herb Cohen Holiday 
Tournament.  Unfortunately we ran into a very hot, and well coached team that night, and lost 72-44, making 
our record before the new year 4-1.  Over the next two weeks the Blue Devils would go 3-1, our only loss on 
the road at Becton HS.  With our record now at 7-2, we reached the most critical week of our schedule; needing 
to go 2-2 to reach one of our season long goals of making the Bergen County Jamboree.  First came a thrilling 
road win at rival Hasbrouck Heights, where juniors Ryan Sarver and Liam Winslow led the way.  The very next 
day we played home against St. Mary and fell down big in the early third quarter.  Again, not panicking or 
giving up, the boys came back from 15 points down in the 3rd to win 67-57 and secure our first Jamboree 
appearance since 2015.  Rounding out that week, we traveled to Paterson Charter for our third game in four 
days, and just couldn’t seem to find our rhythm, losing on the road.  Needing a bounce back win and being 
shorthanded, senior captain Ryan Connelly played the best game of his career, scoring a career high 22 points 
while playing outstanding defense on the second leading scorer in the league (holding him 14 pts. Below his 
average), leading us to a 51-40 victory over Saddle Brook.  Next we traveled to Weehawken and came away 
with another tight victory, led by the all-around play of sophomore Moshe Wilson.  Then came our opening 
round matchup in the Jambo at Bergen Catholic HS, where we just couldn’t seem to hit our shots early and fell 
down big at halftime, eventually losing to a very good Bogota team.  Our current record is 11-4 and 9-2 in the 
division (only one game back of 1st place).  Our final game before the state cutoff is Tuesday vs. North 
Arlington, where if we win, we believe we will receive the 4th seed in the section (not official until next week). 
 Overall, I can’t be more proud of the way the boys have really bought in and played hard this entire season; this 
is only the beginning! 

! !  
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Competition Cheer  
Coaches Jennifer Hynes and Brittany Franchini 

The Wood-Ridge High School Varsity cheerleaders have been working extremely hard to prepare for this 
month. The team competed in their first competition this month at Hackensack High School on January 12th. 
 The team had an outstanding performance and won both their division as well as the overall high school title.  
The team also competed at Secaucus High School on January 26th where they captured their second first place 
finish.  We are extremely proud of the outstanding start to the season!  In addition to their great performances, 
the team participated in another act of gratitude this month.  January 9th is L.E.A.D (Law Enforcement 
Appreciation Day) and in honor of this day, the girls each baked various treats and got together to make trays to 
bring to the Wood-Ridge police department.   

! !  

Winter Track  

Throughout the past month most of the team have improved on the personal best with Matt Turi running a 5'35 
mile and Christian Vaszquez running a 6.25 they push the rest of the team to do their best. Johnoi Martin tripled 
jumped 39'10" placing 6th in a meet in NYC against some larger schools. Johnoi also Long Jumped 17 feet all 
personal best for winter. Nana Addo took and 3rd and 1st place in novice shot at Garfield in a field of 70 at both 
meets. She has been invited back to the Garfield invitational to compete for another medal.  This team has 
stayed together through bad weather and long meets looking to improve each and every day. We look to finish 
our season on a good note next week with a few more personal bests. 

  !  
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